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Comprehensive  Community  Wide  Survey 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


1.0  PROJECT  DESCRIPTION  AND  GOALS 

The  City  of  Fitchburg  received  a survey  and  planning  grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Commission  (MHC)  to  commission  a comprehensive  community  wide  survey.  The  City  of 
Fitchburg  retained  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC  in  October  1999  to  conduct  the  survey. 
This  survey  updated  and  expanded  the  1978  Fitchburg  historic  property  survey,  producing  a 
comprehensive  inventory  that  documents  valuable  historic  properties  and  records  their 
significance  to  the  cultural  history  of  Fitchburg. 

Specific  project  goals  are  as  follows: 

• To  conduct  a comprehensive  survey  of  cultural  resources  of  Fitchburg,  using  the  MHC 
survey  methodology  and  inventory  forms. 

• To  write  a brief  narrative  history  of  Fitchburg,  relating  the  surveyed  cultural  resoiuces  to 
significant  themes  of  historical  and  architectural  development. 

• To  apply  the  National  Register  criteria  to  all  resources  identified  in  the  survey. 

• To  submit  to  MHC  a list  of  individual  properties  and/ or  districts  that  are  recommended  for 
nomination  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

• To  make  recommendations  for  additional  survey  efforts  to  be  undertaken  by  the  City  of 
Fitchburg. 

The  survey  data  compiled  of  existing  Fitchburg  resources  will  be  utilized  in  the  promotion  of 
heritage  tourism  and  to  investigate  the  potential  for  creation  of  future  historic  districts. 
Resources  that  need  protection  from  endangerment  by  deterioration  or  the  encroachment  of 
development  were  also  considered  for  inclusion  in  the  survey.  Potential  historic  districts  or 
endangered  resources  have  been  identified  during  the  siuwey  and  can  be  used  to  inform  the 
development  of  design  guidelines  and/or  ordinances. 


Preservation  Consultants  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

92  Exchange  Street 
Portland,  ME  04101 

Tobin  N.  Tracey,  AIA,  Principal  in  Charge 
JuHe  Ann  Larry 
Geoffrey  Melhuish 
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Comprehensive  Community  Wide  Survey 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


2.0  SURVEY  METHODOLOGY 

In  1977-78  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Commission  and  Frank  Garretson,  AIA  conducted  a survey 
as  the  baseline  of  the  Fitchburg  Preservation  Plan.  Thirteen  sub-areas  of  Fitchburg  were 
defined  and  643  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  survey  forms  were  completed.  The 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
Commuter  Rail  Survey  produced  additional  forms  in  the  late  1980s.  Timelines,  Inc  of  Littleton, 
Massachusetts  compiled  a Historic  Resources  Inventory  in  1997  that  identified  over  3000 
properties  in  the  previously  identified  thirteen  sub-areas  and  eleven  additional  sub-areas.  The 
additional  survey  needs  identified  in  1997  were  determined  based  upon  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission's  Historic  Properties  Survey  Manual  that  states  a comprehensive  plan 
must  address  aU  types  of  resources.  Thus,  Fitchbiurg's  historic  context  includes  typical 
buildings  and  sites  of  the  ordinary  citizens  from  diverse  cultural  backgrounds  whose 
"pioneering  outlook",  hard  work,  and  vision  shaped  the  City  of  Fitchburg. 

The  criteria  for  inclusion  of  a resource  in  this  survey  was  based  on  the  City  of  Fitchbrug's 
planning  needs  as  determined  by  City  officials  and  delineated  in  1.0  Project  Descriptions  & Goals. 
These  needs,  m conjimction  with  a resource's  association  with  persons  or  groups  of  persons 
that  played  a significant  role  in  local  history,  its  integrity,  its  location  within  historical 
development  patterns,  and  illustration  of  vernacular  & high  design  of  a particular  architectural 
period,  type,  or  method  of  construction,  were  used  to  select  the  final  list  of  properties  to  be 
surveyed.  AU  properties  buUt  up  to  1960  were  considered  for  inclusion. 

The  resources  to  be  surveyed  were  prioritized  after  the  review  of  previous  research  and  an 
initial  drive  throughout  the  existing  inventoried  sub-areas.  The  criteria  for  planning  needs, 
historic  and  architectural  significance,  and  historical  development  patterns  were  then  appUed 
to  the  existing  research  and  reconnaissance  survey.  Eight  sub-areas  were  identified  for  survey. 
These  eight  areas  were  further  classified  as  primary  and  secondary  priorities.  The  primary  areas 
identified  were  the  focus  of  this  survey  and  the  secondary  areas  are  recommended  to  be  the 
focus  of  subsequent  surveys.  Within  the  sub-areas,  priority  resources  for  surveying  included 
schools,  churches,  and  publicly  owned  buddings. 

The  primary  sub-areas  for  survey  are,  as  identified  in  the  1997  inventory: 

• Area  B - Prichard  Street:  This  area  is  a mix  of  residential  and  institutional  properties  with  a 
smaU  amovmt  of  commercial  properties  along  the  southern  edge  bordering  Main  Street.  A 
large  percentage  of  the  properties  identified  in  the  inventory  date  from  the  early  nineteenth 
century  and  were  included  in  the  1977  survey. 

• Area  C - Upper  Common:  The  Upper  Common  is  a large  area  including  institutional  and 
commercial  properties  along  Main  Street  and  the  Common.  It  also  includes  a large 
residential  neighborhood  centering  on  Prospect  Street.  The  high  style  nineteenth  and  early 
twentieth  century  residences  were  buUt  for  Fitchburg's  wealthiest  industrial  leaders  and 
successful  professionals.  A smaU  portion  of  area  C includes  large  tenements  built  to  house 
Fitchburg's  large  Finnish  population.  A large  percentage  of  the  properties  identified  in  the 
Historic  Resources  Inventory  were  included  in  the  1977  survey. 
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• Area  K - Highland  Avenue:  The  area  is  a predominately  residential  neighborhood. 

Typically  the  houses  in  the  area  were  built  in  the  late  nineteenth  century  for  industry's 
middle  management,  middle  class  businessmen,  and  mill  workers.  Fitchburg  State  College 
borders  the  area  on  the  north  and  Main  Street  borders  the  area  on  the  south.  A low 
percentage  of  the  properties  identified  in  the  inventory  were  included  in  the  1977  survey. 

• Area  L - Summer  Street:  The  Summer  Street  area  is  an  area  of  mainly  late  nineteenth  to  early 
twentieth  century  residential  structures.  Wealthy  null  owners  and  businessmen  built  their 
homes  here.  A low  percentage  of  the  properties  identified  in  the  Historic  Resources 
Inventory  were  included  in  the  1977  survey. 

The  secondary  sub-areas  for  future  survey  are:  Area  G - Rockville,  Area  F - Cleghom,  Area  M - 
South  Street,  and  the  proposed  Area  10  - Waites  Comer. 

The  survey  was  to  result  in  the  production  of  230  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
inventory  forms.  Up  to  ten  percent  of  the  230  forms  are  to  be  used  for  the  inventory  of 
individual  buildings  identified  by  the  City  and  not  included  in  the  primary  sub-areas.  One- 
third  of  the  total  number  of  forms  may  be  used  to  update  and  complete  existing  1977  inventory 
forms.  In  addition  the  City  requested  the  updating  of  the  existing  1977  forms,  and  expansion  of 
the  boimdaries  of  the  Monument  Park  National  Register  District  to  assist  the  City  in  obtaining 
funding  for  improvements  and  conservation  within  the  area. 

It  was  determined  in  consultation  with  MHC  and  the  Planning  Coordinator's  Representative 
that  Area  C would  be  broken  into  two  smaller  sub  areas.  The  two  areas  would  be  the  Upper 
Common,  including  the  commercial,  and  former  residential  properties  surrounding  the 
Common;  and  Prospect  Hill.  Prospect  Hill  includes  the  residential  and  institutional  properties 
housed  in  former  residences  on  the  slopes  of  Prospect  HiU.  Most  of  the  historic  resources  in 
these  two  sub  areas  were  documented  using  MHC  Form  A.  The  Form  A's  were  used  to  provide 
context  and  a developmental  history  of  the  area  as  a whole,  and  highlighted  unique  and 
representative  buildings.  The  new  area  forms  for  the  two  smaller  areas  include  an  architectural 
and  historical  development  narrative,  area  map  illustrating  the  area  boundaries,  and  data 
sheets.  Data  sheets  record  an  inventory  number,  assessor's  number,  street  address,  historic 
name,  architectural  style,  and  approximate  date  of  construction.  Chnly  selected  surveyed 
properties  within  the  areas  are  listed  on  the  data  sheets.  Historic  resources  located  within  the 
Area  C sub  areas  not  previously  surveyed  in  1977  were  surveyed  using  a MHC  Form  B,  as  well 
as  being  included  in  the  new  Area  Form. 

An  updated  Form  A was  created  for  the  three  remaining  primary  sub-areas:  Area  B - Prichard 
Street,  Area  K - Highland  Avenue,  and  Area  L - Summer  Street.  The  updated  area  forms 
include  a combined  architectural  and  historical  development  narrative,  revised  area  maps,  and 
data  sheets.  Data  sheets  record  an  inventory  number,  assessor's  number,  street  address,  historic 
name,  architectural  style,  and  approximate  date  of  construction.  Only  selected  surveyed 
properties  within  the  areas  are  Listed  on  the  data  sheets. 

Inventory  forms,  large-scale  base  maps  and  the  final  survey  report  were  prepared  according  to 
current  MHC  survey  standards.  Four  types  of  inventory  forms  were  prepared:  the  MHC's 
Form  A (area).  Form  B (building).  Form  E (burial  ground/ cemetery)  and  Form  F (structures).  In 
addition  an  amended  update  to  the  1977  Form  B's  was  completed  of  several  properties  in  the 
Prichard  Street  Area.  The  amended  form  primarily  includes  a new  photo  and  a revised 
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assessment  of  its  condition.  Total  figures  for  the  number  of  forms  prepared  and  the  historic 
resources  documented  appear  in  Part  3.0  Accomplishments  And  Assessment  Of  Survey  Results. 

Completed  inventory  forms  were  lettered  and/ or  numbered  according  to  the  reconunendations 
of  the  survey  and  MACRIS  (Massachusetts  Cultural  Resource  Information  System)  staff  at  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Conunission.  MHC  inventory  numbers  were  assigned  to  all 
individually  surveyed  properties,  and  to  properties  illustrated  and  described  in  the  area  forms. 
Outbuildings  of  certain  inventoried  properties  were  also  assigned  inventory  numbers  per  the 
request  of  MHC  staff.  The  index  in  Part  5.0  Index  Of  Inventoried  Properties  of  this  report 
provides  a List  of  areas,  and  properties  surveyed  as  part  of  the  grant  survey  project.  Individual 
properties  inventoried  individually  and  as  part  of  an  area  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  street 
address. 

The  original  scope  of  the  project  would  have  produced  230  building  ( MHC  type  B forms).  This 
was  amended  in  the  second  phase  of  project  to  include  the  area  (MHC  type  A forms).  This 
change  in  the  approach  allowed  for  the  inclusion  of  more  than  480  properties  in  the  survey,  a 
greater  number  than  the  original  projected  goal  of  230.  Further  information  on  the  munber  of 
forms  produced  and  the  number  of  properties  included  can  be  found  in  3.0  Accomplishments 
And  Assessment  Of  Survey  Results. 
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3.0  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  AND  ASSESSMENT  OF  SURVEY  RESULTS 

The  goals  of  the  Fitchburg  Comprehensive  Community-wide  Project  as  outlined  in  the  Scope  of 
Work  have  been  accomplished.  The  survey  documentation  (inventory  forms,  base  maps,  and 
final  report)  will  be  available  at  the  Fitchburg  City  Hall  in  the  Office  of  the  Planiung 
Coordinator.  Additional  copies  will  also  be  available  at  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  and 
the  Fitchburg  PubHc  Library.  Produced  during  the  survey  project  were: 

Area  Forms  (MHC  Form  A)  8 

( Monument  Park-Expanded,  Prichard  Street, 

Upper  Common,  Prospect  Hill,  Highland  Avenue, 

Summer  Street,  Walter  Heywood/Iver  Johnson  Factory, 


& Brigham  Park) 

Building  Forms  (MHC  Form  B)  New  Resoiurces  137 

Building  Forms  (MHC  Form  B)  Existing  Inventoried  Resources  7 
Building  Form  Updates  to  1977  Form  B 34 

Burial/Groimd  Cemetery  Forms  (MHC  Form  E)  2 

Structure  Forms  (MHC  Form  F) 2 

Total  190 


The  actual  number  of  survey  forms  produced  during  the  siuvey  project  (190)  is  reduced  from 
the  target  number  referenced  in  the  Scope  of  Work  (230),  but  the  use  of  area  forms  to  document 
clusters  of  resources  allowed  for  the  dociunentation  of  480  buildings  and  structures.  Of  the  480 
documented  properties,  174  are  not  previously  documented  on  a survey  form. 

The  174  building,  structures,  sites,  and  objects  added  to  the  Fitchburg  historic  properties 
inventory  have  been  assigned  MHC  Inventory  numbers.  Garages,  bams,  carriage  houses  and 
other  ancillary  buildings  on  these  properties  were  not  counted  separately,  except  in  cases  where 
the  secondary  stmchire  was  of  significant  architectural  merit  m its  own  right.  As  a result,  the 
actual  number  of  historic  resources  present  in  the  inventoried  areas  is  in  fact  higher  than  the 
480  properties.  For  further  discussions  of  the  breakdown  of  inventoried  resources  by  area,  refer 
to  the  Summary  of  Inventoried  Resources  in  the  Appendix  A. 
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4.0  NARRATIVE  HISTORIES 

4.1  Prichard  Street 

The  Prichard  Street  Area  is  defined  on  the  North  by  the  rear  of  the  Pleasant  Street  properties,  to 
the  west  by  Academy,  High  & Davis  Streets,  to  the  east  by  Pleasant  & Spring  Streets,  and  on  the 
south  by  Elm,  Prichard  & Crescent  Streets.  The  area  is  situated  in  a low  bowl  on  the  north  side 
of  the  North  Nashua  River  valley  between  the  steep  slopes  of  Prospect  Street  to  the  west  and 
Apple  Tree  Hill  to  the  north  and  east.  The  neighborhood  developed  as  an  early  residential  area 
between  the  early  civic  and  commercial  development  at  the  East  End  of  Main  Street  and  the 
civic  and  residential  development  of  the  Upper  Corrunon.  Later  the  need  for  additional 
commercial  and  civic  properties  changed  the  characteristics  of  the  area  as  taller  civic  buildings 
were  built  near  Monument  Park  and  along  Elm  Street. 

In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  city.  Although  the  first  settlers  settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads 
like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashbumham  HiU  Road,  the  construction  of  mills 
along  the  river  resulted  in  a linear  settlement  along  the  river.  The  first  town  center  developed 
on  the  East  End  of  Main  Street,  at  the  junction  of  Water,  Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Street  when 
the  first  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  During  the  last 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  second  center  of  development  in  Fitchburg  occurred  upriver 
at  the  junction  of  major  crossroads  in  the  area  now  occupied  by  the  Commons.  In  1796  the 
second  meetinghouse  in  Fitchburg  was  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  present  Common.  The 
area  around  the  common  developed  as  a residential  neighborhood  of  Federal  and  Greek 
Revival  residences. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  majority  of  residential  dwellings  north  of  Main 
Street  in  the  Prichard  Street  area  were  on  Academy  Street.  On  a map  of  1830,  only  four 
buildings  are  shown  on  Academy  Street:  the  Academy,  Fitchburg's  first  secondary  school,  and 
three  dwellings  on  the  west  side  of  the  street.  Prichard  Street  was  named  for  John  Prichard 
(MHC  #120)  whose  house  was  built  in  1828\ 

Between  1830-1851  the  area  rapidly  developed  as  a residential  neighborhood.  Residences  were 
predominately  located  on  the  highest  lots  on  Prichard  and  Pleasant  Streets  to  the  east.  Pleasant 
& Academy  Streets  to  the  north,  and  in  or  around  Central  Street.  The  building  types  were 
typically  done  in  the  Greek  Revival  style.  Brick  and  wood  frame  examples  of  this  style  were 
utilized  for  both  single  and  multi-family  buildings.  Local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were 
quarried  from  the  surroimding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  dweUings.  Some  early  wood  frame 
Federal  Style  residences  remain  intact:  at  54  Fox  Street  (MHC  # 145),  67/69  Central  Street 
(MHC  # 152),  73/75  Central  Street  (MHC  # 154)  and  32  Adams  Street  (MHC  # 143). 

Development  of  the  lowest  sites  in  the  Prichard  Street  area  was  slow  to  develop  because  of 
Punch  Brook.  Punch  Brook  flowed  from  Prospect  Hill  down  the  course  of  the  present  Elm 
Street,  until  it  crossed  Grove  Street  where  it  curved  north  to  Adams  Street,  then  South  at  Fox 


' “Streets”  from  the  subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society 
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Street  until  it  crossed  Main  Street  near  the  comer  of  Prichard  Street.  The  Brook  then  joined  the 
Nashua  River  near  the  mill  pond  at  the  comer  of  Laurel  & Main  Streets.  The  area  was  prone  to 
flooding  during  the  spring.  The  brook  had  been  diverted  below  groimd  by  1895  and  during  the 
twentieth  century  was  diverted  to  join  the  Nashua  near  the  present  Fitchburg  Sentinel  Building, 
several  hundred  feet  upriver  from  its  original  outlet^ 

In  1844  a railroad  Hne  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  rail  line  was  extended  to  the  West  in 
1874  upon  completion  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  access  through  to  Albany  provided  access  to 
the  West  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials  from  the  west  to  reach  the 
manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast.  The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and 
industrial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The  location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the  older  part  of  the  city 
at  the  comer  of  Water  & Main  Street  resulted  in  increased  commercial  and  industrial 
development  along  Mam  Street. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11,260  residents  in  Fitchburg, 
more  than  double  the  1850  population  of  5160.  Maps  of  the  City  in  1870-1871  depict  the 
increased  residential  development  of  the  Prichard  Street  neighborhood.  Predominately  large 
single-family  homes  had  been  built  along  Prichard  and  Adams  Streets  since  the  1850s.  Like 
most  homes  of  this  era  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  homes  would  be  converted  to  multi-family  use 
as  the  need  for  housing  continued  to  grow  in  the  last  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

By  1870  few  lots  were  to  remain  undeveloped.  The  Prichard  Street  area  was  popular  for 
residential  growth  due  to  its  proximity  to  the  commercial  development  on  Main  Street  and  the 
industrial  development  along  the  Nashua  at  Factory  Square,  Newton  Place,  and  Water  Street. 

The  buildings  were  typically  done  in  the  Italianate  and  Second  Empire  style.  Both  styles  were 
used  on  residential  and  institutional  buildings.  The  ItaHanate  Style  was  popular  for  the  design 
of  large  wood  frame  double  residences  of  the  prominent  families  like  the  Towne's  at  114/116 
Prichard  (MHC  # 114)  and  the  Willis'  at  138/140  Prichard  Street  (MHC  # 116).  The  Second 
Empire  Style  is  more  prevalent  on  multi-family  brick  residences.  The  Academy  Street  School 
was  done  in  the  Second  Empire  Style  using  local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  quarried  from 
the  surrounding  hills. 

Several  lots  had  been  developed  with  multifamily  residences  by  1871.  Row  houses  were  a 
popular  form  of  multifamily  housing  in  the  Prichard  Street  area.  Row  houses  were  constructed 
in  both  brick  and  wood,  and  were  generally  in  the  Greek  Revival  or  early  Victorian  Styles.  The 
A.  CogshaU  row  house  at  60/62/64  Grove  Street  (MFIC  # 146)  ca  1845,  the  brick  row  house  at 
170/172/174  Prichard  Street  (MHC  # 124)  ca  1850,  and  the  wooden  row  house  at  54-64  Prichard 
St  (MHC  # 2097)  ca  1860  were  built  to  accommodate  the  need  for  housing. 

From  1870-1895  Fitchburg  was  at  the  height  of  its  industrial  and  population  expansion. 
Residential  development  in  Fitchburg  was  primarily  occurring  on  the  hillsides  north  and  south 
Main  Street.  The  few  remaining  undeveloped  lots  were  in-filled  through  the  first  two  decades 
of  the  new  century.  The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Parsonage  (MHC  #11)  ca  1895  and 
apartment  houses  like  the  four  story  brick  apartments  at  44  Prichard  Street  (MHC  #2096)  ca 
1900  and  EN  Choate  Tenements  (MHC  #11)  ca  1890  are  typical  of  the  in-fill  development  that 


^ Phil  Whitney,  Conversations  with  the  author  (Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  January-May  2000). 
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occurred  during  the  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century.  These  buildings  were  typically 
designed  in  the  Queen  Anne  Style  and  were  constructed  of  brick. 

At  the  southern  boundary  of  the  area,  civic  buildings  were  constructed  along  Main  and  Elm 
Streets  including:  the  Worcester  County  Court  House  at  84  Elm  Street  (MHC  # 7)  ca  1871,  the 
Fitchburg  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  (MHC  # 9)  at  533  Main  Street  ca  1894,  the  Old 
Central  Fire  Station  (MHC  # 134)  at  28  Oliver  Street  ca  1893/1895,  and  the  Fitchburg  PoHce 
Station  and  District  Court  at  20  Elm  Street  ca  1894  (now  demolished).  Civic  and  commercial 
building  displaced  early  residences  on  or  adjacent  to  the  Main  Street  Corridor. 

The  growth  in  wealth  of  Fitchburg  citizens  extended  to  the  development  of  educational 
opportunities  for  Fitchburg's  children.  Schools  have  played  an  important  part  in  the  history  of 
the  area.  The  private  academy  built  on  Academy  Street  ca  1830  was  purchased  by  Fitchburg  for 
use  as  a public  high  school  in  1849.  In  1869  the  Academy  Street  School  (MHC  # 159)  was  built 
at  76  Academy  Street  and  served  as  the  high  school  until  1894.  In  1895  Fitchburg's  high  school 
shidents  were  moved  into  the  new  high  school  next  door  designed  by  HM  Francis.  This  school 
burned  in  1934  and  a new  high  school  was  rebuilt  on  its  site  at  98  Academy  (MHC  # 161)  in 
1937.  In  1895  the  Fitchburg  Normal  School  opened  in  the  Academy  Street  School  building.  The 
Normal  school  was  moved  the  next  year  to  a building  on  Pearl  Street.  In  recent  years  the 
Academy  Street  School  has  served  as  an  annex  to  the  1937  high  school.  Other  schools  built  in 
the  Prichard  Street  area  include  the  BF  Brown  Junior  High  School  at  62  Academy  Street  (MHC 
# 158)  ca  1922  and  the  Hastings  School  at  High  and  Pleasant  Streets  built  ca  1860  and 
demolished  between  1977-1999. 

The  economic  prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and 
middle  management.  Families  began  to  move  out  of  the  City's  central  area.  Professionals  who 
utilized  the  large  homes  as  offices  for  their  medical  and  law  practices  replaced  residents  in  the 
neighborhood.  In  1903  the  United  States  Post  Office  (MHC  # 6)  was  built  on  the  comer  of  Ehn 
and  Wallace  Street,  displacing  numerous  small  residences.  Some  of  these  residences  were 
relocated  to  vacant  lots  within  the  area.  Other  lots  were  developed  with  houses  moved  off 
Main  Street  to  accommodate  commercial  growth  like  the  William  O Brown  Residence  (MHC  # 
105)  of  1844,  moved  1927,  to  Brook  Street  from  opposite  City  HaU.  A few  examples  of  the 
Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  styles  were  built,  including  61  Fox  Street  (MHC  # 140).  The 
Mediterranean  Style  home  at  30  Hartwell  Street  (MHC  # 142)  is  an  unusual  style  for  the  city 
and  one  of  the  few  examples  of  post  1910  residential  constmction  in  the  Prichard  Street  area. 

After  1930,  industrial  growth  slowed  and  the  downtown  began  to  dechne  as  economic  growth 
shifted  to  the  western  United  States  and  middle  class  residents  continued  to  move  to  the 
suburban  neighborhoods.  Fitchburg's  population  growth  slowed  dramatically  between  1915- 
1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overall.^  The  advent  of  the  car  and  the  increased  affordability  of 
car  ownership  aided  the  movement  to  the  suburbs.  Large  single-family  homes  were  converted 
to  multi-family  or  business  use.  Built  ca  1895, 58  Oliver  St  was  used  as  the  parsonage  for  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (MHC  # 2091)  at  the  comer  of  Elm  and  Fox  Streets  during 
the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century.  In  the  1950s,  the  house  became  a dentist  office  for  Drs. 
F.D.  Frigoletto  and  C.V.  Crocetti.,  in  the  1970s  it  became  the  dental  office  of  D.  Stephen  E 
Thome,  who  Hved  at  40  Oliver  St  (MHC  # 135). 


^ Reconnaissance  Survey  Report  for  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  ([Boston],  1984). 
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The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  many  changes  to  the  Prichard  Street  Area. 
Industry,  no  longer  dependant  on  the  river  for  power,  removed  from  the  River  and  Main  Street 
corridor  to  modem  electrically  powered  plants  on  the  edges  of  town,  and  Main  Street  declined. 
Ehiring  the  1960s  Urban  Renewal  projects  demolished  historic  structures  like  Union  Depot 
(1961)  and  converted  historic  sites  to  shopping  plazas  and  convenient  parking  lots. 

Neglect  of  many  properties  from  lack  of  investments  and  regular  maintenance  has  led  to 
deterioration  and  loss  of  materials  and  details.  Demolition  of  some  of  these  deteriorated 
properties  had  begun  to  occur  within  the  last  several  years  on  Prichard  Street,  the  Joshua 
Brown  Residence  at  150  Prichard  Street  (MHC  # 118), 

The  City  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  in  the  area,  responsible  for  the  three  school  buildings, 
the  police  and  fire  stations.  The  Old  Central  Fire  Station  was  vacated  in  1999  for  the  new 
Central  Fire  Station  on  North  Street  and  the  High  School  will  remove  to  the  new  High  School 
near  the  John  Fitch  Highway  in  the  fall  of  2000.  The  City  stables  are  also  vacant  and 
deteriorating. 

Although  many  buildings  have  deteriorated,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining 
buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Many  single-family  buildings  have  retained  their  original  slate 
roofs,  windows,  machined  wood  detailing,  and  exterior  siding.  The  neighborhood  retains  the 
mix  of  upper  middle  class  mansions,  multifamily  residences,  modest  single-family  homes,  and 
civic  and  coirunercial  buildings. 
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4.2  Upper  Common 

The  area  known  as  the  Upper  Common  is  composed  of  two  geographical  areas,  the  hillsides  of 
Prospect  Hill  and  the  site  of  the  Common,  a level  narrow  strip  of  land  following  the  Nashua 
River  at  the  foot  of  Prospect  HiU.  The  oldest  development  is  centered  around  the  green  of  the 
Common.  This  area  includes  the  properties  from  683-1063  Main  Street,  the  properties  on 
CaldweU  Place  and  Merriam  Parkway,  and  the  properties  between  Main  Street  and  the  River  on 
Circle,  Baker  and  RoUstone  Streets.  This  area  was  primarily  a residential  area,  but  later  evolved 
into  a mixed-use  area  with  commercial  buildings,  neighboring  residential  properties  and 
industrial  mill  complexes.  The  hilly  Prospect  HiU  area  was  developed  as  a residential 
neighborhood  of  upper  class  residences.  The  first  homes  were  built  near  the  jimction  of  Main 
and  Mechanic  Streets  and  along  western  Main  Street  on  School  Street  and  Arlington  Street. 
Residential  development  later  spread  to  the  north  and  northwest  along  Prospect  and  View  Streets 
toward  Flat  Rock  Road  and  Burbank  Hospital.  The  fuU  range  of  architectural  styles  from  the 
Colonial,  through  the  Federal,  Greek  Revival,  Gothic  Revival,  ItaUanate,  Second  Empire,  Queen 
Anne,  Colonial  Revival  styles  to  the  Modem  were  buUt  on  the  hillside  overlooking  the  Common. 
In  the  late  eighteenth  century  Chestnut,  School,  and  Bond  Streets  were  extended  north  up  the 
hillside  to  accommodate  new  smaUer  homes.  In  the  early  twentieth  century  the  large  estates  of 
the  early  nineteenth  century  were  divided  to  accommodate  modest  middle  class  housing.  By  the 
middle  of  the  twentieth  century  the  ApplewUd  School,  nursing  homes,  and  the  Burbank  Hospital 
converted  some  of  the  larger  homes  on  Prospect  HiU  for  institutional  uses. 

In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  city.  Although  the  first  settlers  settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads 
like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashbumham  HUl  Road,  the  construction  of  mills  on 
the  river  resulted  in  a Unear  settlement  along  the  river.  The  first  town  center  developed  on  the 
East  End  of  Main  Street,  at  the  junction  of  Water,  Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Streets  when  the  first 
meetinghouse  was  buUt  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  During  the  last  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  the  second  center  of  development  m Fitchburg  occurred  upriver  at  the 
jimction  of  major  crossroads  in  the  area  now  occupied  by  the  Upper  Common  when  in  1796  the 
second  meetinghouse  in  Fitchburg  was  constructed. 

The  1796  meetinghouse  now  located  at  900-904  Main  Street  (MHC  #222)  and  First  Parish 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church  were  the  first  of  many  gathering  halls  for  pubUc  worship  to  be 
buUt  around  the  Common.  The  First  Parish  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  (MHC  #369)  sits  at 
the  head  of  the  Common.  BuUt  by  Zachariah  Sheldon  in  1837  the  rear  addition  of  a parish  house 
was  designed  by  HM  Francis  in  1888-1889.  Zachariah  Sheldon's  son,  Francis  Sheldon  (1820-1896) 
was  a mUlwright  and  lived  in  the  brick  Federal  dwelling  at  8 School  Street  (MHC  #344)  buUt  ca 
1820.  The  1796  meetinghouse  was  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  present  Common  and  dedicated 
19  January  1797.  BuUt  on  land  donated  by  Captain  WiUiam  Brown.  It  was  moved  in  1836.  The 
interior  and  exterior  have  been  heavily  altered  during  the  twentieth  century  when  it  was  used  as 
apartments. 

One  of  the  earUest  homes  in  the  Upper  Common  and  Prospect  HiU  Areas  is  the  Colonial  at  22 
Prospect  Street.  22  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #302)  was  buUt  ca  1797  north  of  the  Common.  The 
Colonial  residence  was  the  home  of  Reverend  Sam  Worcester,  pastor  of  the  First  Parish  Church. 
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Later  owners  include  Enoch  Caldwell  (ca  1870);  George  P Grant  Jr.,  treasurer  Grant's  Yam  Co. 
(1908-1910);  and  the  Honorable  M Fred  O'Connell,  an  attorney  & one  time  Mayor  of  Fitchburg. 

South  of  the  Common  near  the  southeastern  comer  of  Rollstone  and  Main  Streets  was  a complex 
of  buildings  around  Factory  Square.  The  dominant  presence  in  the  square  was  the  masonry  mill 
building  on  the  southern  end  of  the  square.  Built  in  1807,  it  housed  the  first  cotton  mill  in 
Fitchburg.  This  cotton  mill  was  the  third  cotton  mill  built  in  Massachusetts  and  was  built  for 
Ephraim  Kimball.  In  1822  the  mill  was  purchased  by  Abial  Towne  and  Samuel  Willis  and 
utilized  for  the  manufacture  of  wool  cassimere  and  flannel  by  the  Fitchburg  Woolen  Company. 
The  mill  "annually  produced  150,000  yards  of  cassimere  and  flannel  out  of  160,000  pounds  of  raw 
wool  in  its  heyday."^  The  stone  mill  was  four  stories  high  with  a basement.  Adjacent  to  the  mill 
building  were  a dye  house  to  the  southeast  and  a drying  house  to  the  southwest.  A mill  pond 
between  Circle  Street  and  RoUstone  Street  fed  water  into  a canal.  Water  passed  through  the  mill 
building,  imder  the  dye  house  and  emptied  into  a covered  flume.  Water  then  rejoined  the 
Nashua  River  opposite  the  end  of  Wood  Place.  On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Square  was  the 
Fitchburg  Hotel.  To  the  West  was  a row  of  two  story  brick  and  wood  frame  dwellings  for  mill 
employees.  In  the  middle  of  the  Square  was  the  two-story  firehouse  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Square  on  Main  Street  were  the  City's  hay  scales. 

In  1860  the  Fitchburg  Woolen  Company  came  under  the  ownership  of  Daniel  Kimball  and 
William  H Vose  who  Hved  just  north  of  the  Common  at  19-23  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #301). 
Rodney  Wallace,  the  former  resident  of  1 Prospect  Street,  joined  KimbaU  and  Vose  in  1867.  The 
mill  passed  through  a succession  of  owners  until  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company 
purchased  it  in  1887  beconung  the  company's  Mill  B. 

The  area  around  the  Common  developed  as  a residential  neighborhood  of  Federal  and  Greek 
Revival  residences  in  the  early  nineteenth  century.  By  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century 
doctors  and  lawyers  offices  were  vying  for  space  with  residences  on  the  busy  green.  To  the  west 
of  the  relocated  Town  Hall  are  some  of  the  remaining  examples  of  the  Commons  residential 
history.  910,  914,  918,  924  Main  Street  (MHC  #223)  are  Greek  Revival  brick  row  houses  built 
cal840-50.  The  four  units  bordered  the  south  of  the  Common.  CT  Crocker  owned  910  Main  Street 
in  1870.  In  the  same  year  924  Main  Street  was  the  home  of  Amasa  Norcross,  the  Mayor  of 
Fitchburg  from  1874-1875.  Eleanor  Norcross  (1854-1923)  was  bom  in  Fitchbiurg  the  daughter  of 
Amasa  Norcross  and  Susan  Augusta  WaUis. 

Eleanor  Norcross  studied  Art  at  the  Massachusetts  Art  School  before  leaving  to  study  with 
William  Merritt  Chase  in  New  York  City  in  1878.  Then  she  studied  with  Alfred  Stevens  in  Paris 
m 1879  where  she  befriended  Degas,  Monet,  Renoir  and  Mary  Cassatt.  From  1879  until  her  death 
she  remained  in  Paris,  visiting  her  family  in  Fitchburg  in  the  summers  until  her  father's  death  in 
April  of  1898.  In  Paris  she  collected  art  objects  including  furniture,  textiles,  tapestries,  woodcuts, 
and  French  and  Italian  prints  while  working  in  the  Louvre's  Musee  des  Arts  Decoratifs.  Her  own 
paintings  were  exhibited  after  her  death  in  the  Louvre  in  1923,  Boston's  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in 
1925,  and  at  Paris'  Salon  d'Automne  in  1924,  the  first  exhibit  there  of  any  American  painter. 
Eleanor  Norcross's  will  provided  $90,000  for  the  establishment  of  an  art  center  for  Fitchburg.  In 
1929  the  stable  and  baUroom  of  the  James  Phillips  Jr.  Residence,  25  Merriam  Parkway  (MHC 


* Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923,  (Fitchburg,  MA:  Fitchburg  Historical 
Society,  n.d.)  p.  10. 
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#247)  was  renovated  as  the  Fitchburg  Art  Center,  later  in  1951  it  was  renamed  the  Fitchburg  Art 
Museum.  Most  of  Norcross's  painting  and  collections  were  destroyed  in  1933  in  a fire.® 

The  four  brick  row-house  units  910,  914,  918,  924  Main  Street  bordered  the  south  of  the  Common. 
Along  the  north,  detached  wood  framed  single-family  homes  ringed  the  Common.  Built  ca  1860 
the  James  Phillips  Jr.  Residence  was  the  two  story  Second  Empire  home  of  the  founder  of  the 
Beoh  MiU,  the  Fitchburg  Worsted  Company  and  the  Star  Worsted  Company  woolen  milk  The 
house  once  owned  by  Dr  JA  Marshall  sat  on  a large  lot,  through  which  flowed  Pimch  Brook. 
Amongst  the  orchard  trees  to  the  rear  of  the  house  was  the  one-and-a-half  story  brick  bam  (MHC 
#247)  accessed  by  a drive  to  the  northwest  of  the  house.  This  drive  now  forms  the  southern 
portion  of  Merriam  Parkway.  The  drive  continued  behind  the  houses  on  Mechanic  Street 
forming  a circular  drive  around  a pond  created  by  the  damming  of  Pimch  Brook. 

Two  houses  away  on  Main  Street  was  the  Second  Empire  residence  of  Arthur  H Lowe.  Built  ca 
1860  the  dweUing  was  first  the  residence  of  TS  Wilson  and  L Sprague.  Ca  1885  Lowe,  a mayor  of 
Fitcliburg  in  1893  was  a partner  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  with  John  Parkhill.  John 
Parkhill,  the  owner  of  ParkhiU  Manufacturing  Uved  nearby  at  19-23  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #301). 
In  1880  he  began  the  Parkhill  Company  in  an  old  chair  factory  on  Circle  Street  with  Arthur  H 
Lowe  and  Thomas  RB  Dole.  The  Parkhill  Company  manufactured  cotton  cloth,  especially 
ginghams  and  chambray.  Between  1887-1889  the  Parkhill  Company  expanded  with  the  piurchase 
of  the  old  Fitchburg  Woolen  Mill  building  in  Factory  Square  and  Andrew  Cleghom's  Cleghom 
Mill  on  River  Street.  "By  1908,  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company  had  the  largest  payroll  of 
any  company  in  Fitchburg"®  Lowe  gifted  to  the  city  45  acres  for  Parkhill  Park  (MHC  # 923)  a 
neighborhood  park  and  playground  in  the  Cleghom  area  of  Fitchburg. 

These  two  homes,  along  with  two  other  neighboring  Second  Empire  residences  have  since  been 
demolished.  The  site  of  these  homes  is  now  occupied  by  the  Philip  J Philbin  Federal  Building. 
One  remaining  detached  single-family  residence  is  1 Prospect  Street  (MHC  #297).  Occupied  in 
1846  by  James  Hartwell,  the  house  later  was  the  home  of  Rodney  Wallace  of  the  firm  Shepley  & 
Wallace,  later  the  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.,  and  a partner  with  William  H Vose  in  the 
Fitchburg  Woolen  Company.  Between  1863-1880  the  house  became  the  home  of  Walter  G Corey, 
treasurer  of  the  Wachusetts  National  Bank.  Corey  added  the  stable  on  the  Mechanic  Street  side  of 
the  house.  Designed  by  HM  Francis  the  stables  were  been  converted  to  apartments.  The  stables 
are  now  the  offices  of  Morrison  and  Morrison  attorneys. 

Residential  development  around  the  Common  soon  spread  north  along  Mechanic  Street,  a mail 
road  to  the  northeast.  In  1850  approximately  ten  homes  were  located  along  Mechanic  and  only 
three  or  four  houses  were  located  on  nearby  Prospect  Street,  mainly  near  the  beginning  of  the 
road  near  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Dwellings  built  along  Mechanic  Street  1800-1850 
were  constructed  in  the  Federal  and  Greek  Revival  styles.  Although  the  predominate  building 
material  was  brick  with  granite  lintels  at  the  doors  and  windows  some  examples  of  wood  framed 
Federal  and  Greek  Revival  dwellings  were  built. 

The  David  Merriam  House  (MHC  #261)  at  30  Mechanic  Street  is  a wood  framed  Greek  Revival 
residence  built  ca  1845.  The  owner  David  Merriam  was  a lawyer  and  in  1857  served  as  the  Mayor 


® Ruth  Penka,  P.  26. 
®Ibid,  p.  11. 
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of  Fitchburg.  The  house  was  originally  located  on  the  opposite  side  of  Mechanic  Street  and  was 
moved  in  the  20*  century  to  its  present  site.  Early  extant  Federal  Style  residences  are:  32 
Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #262)  ca  1815,  33  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #263)  1810-30,  45  Mechanic 
Street  (MHC  #267)  ca  1800,  9 Chestnut  Street  (MHC  #359)  ca  1820,  and  6 Park  Street  (MHC 
#252)  ca  1820. 

The  Federal  residence  at  36  Chestnut  Street  (MHC  #364)  was  built  ca  1830.  In  1867  it  became  the 
residence  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  Adams,  their  daughter  Martha  and  nine-year-old  son  S.  Herbert. 
The  family  moved  to  Fitchburg  in  1863  so  Samuel  Adams  could  work  at  the  Putnam  Machine 
Company.  S Herbert  Adams  was  to  become  a significant  contributor  to  American  sculpture  and 
art  not  only  through  his  own  sculptural  works  but  also  as  a president  and  member  of  numerous 
art  organizations  and  as  a teacher  at  the  Pratt  Institute  and  the  Veltin  School  in  New  York  City. 
Working  in  the  Beaux- Arts  tradition  Adams  collaborated  with  friend  and  landscape  architect 
Charles  Platt  to  design  two  World  War  I memorial  monuments.  The  first  was  dedicated  in  1926 
in  Winchester,  Massachusetts,  the  second  the  World  War  I Memorial  (MHC  #904)  was  donated 
on  November  12, 1928  in  Fitchburg  and  sits  on  the  Upper  Common.  Also  on  the  Upper  Common 
is  Adams'  fountain  Les  Gamins  or  'Boys  Playing  with  Turtles'  (MHC  #902).  Constructed  in  1888 
and  dedicated  the  next  year,  the  fountain  is  one  of  his  earliest  public  works  and  was 
commissioned  by  Rodney  Wallace,  Henry  A Willis,  and  James  Phillips  Jr.  for  presentation  to  the 
City. 

In  1844  a railroad  line  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  rail  line  was  extended  to  the  West  in 
1874  upon  completion  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  access  through  to  Albany  provided  access  to 
the  West  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials  from  the  west  to  reach  the 
manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast.  The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and 
industrial  and  commercial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The  location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the  older 
part  of  the  city  at  the  comer  of  Water  & Main  Street  resulted  in  increased  commercial  and 
industrial  development  along  Main  Street,  displacing  earlier  residences.  As  civic  and  commercial 
buildings  were  built  along  the  eastern  end  of  the  Common,  residential  construction  extended 
along  Prospect  and  Mechanic  Streets  to  the  northwest. 

The  Proctor  Block  at  773/775/779  Main  Street  (MHC  #210)  was  built  in  1832  for  commercial  and 
residential  use.  HM  Francis  remodeled  it  in  the  1880s.  791/799/805  Main  Street  (MHC  # 213)  was 
built  in  1840  and  1853  for  the  Crocker  Burbank  Co.  Joe  Permatteo,  an  architect,  joined  the  two 
brick  buildings  in  1975  during  a renovation.  From  1870-1895  Fitchburg  was  at  the  height  of  its 
industrial  and  population  expansion.  New  commercial  buildings  continued  to  be  built  and  older 
commercial  buildings  were  renovated.  The  Phoenix  building  at  781  Main  Street  (MHC  #212)  was 
built  in  1893  for  the  Fitchburg  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co,  the  current  owner.  The  commercial, 
residential,  and  office  building  was  designed  by  HM  Francis.  759-769  Main  Street  (MHC  #209) 
was  remodeled  by  HM  Francis  in  1911  with  a twentieth  century  commercial  facade.  Originally 
built  ca  1840  the  Federal  Style  building  served  as  a post  office  (1847)  and  the  offices  of  Ebenezer 
Torrey  & Nathaniel  Wood's  law  practice. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11, 260  residents  in  Fitchburg,  more 
than  double  the  1850  population  of  5,160.  Between  1851-1870  the  Prospect  Hill  area  rapidly 
developed  as  a residential  neighborhood.  Single-family  residences  were  predominately  located 
on  Melanie  and  Prospect  Streets.  The  large  dwellings  were  typically  done  in  the  Greek  Revival, 
Italianate,  and  Second  Empire  styles.  Brick  and  wood  frame  examples  of  these  styles  were 
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Comprehensive  Community  Wide  Survey 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


Utilized  for  the  single-family  buildings.  Local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were  quarried  from 
the  surroimding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  dwellings.  Extant  dwellings  of  this  period  include:  48 
Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #268)  1855-1860,  90  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #282)  ca  1840,  38  School 
Street  (MHC  #352)  ca  1840,  and  53  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #310)  1851-1853.  The  Eastlake  Victorian 
built  at  53  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #270)  ca  1875  is  of  special  architectural  note. 

The  wealthy  industrialists  and  their  families  built  large  mansions  on  the  slopes  of  Prospect  HiU, 
often  overseeing  construction  while  residing  in  an  older  Federal  or  Greek  Revival  home  near  the 
Common  or  on  Mechanic  Street.  One  of  Fitchbiurg's  prosperous  families  that  built  large 
residences  on  Prospect  Street  was  the  Wallace  family.  The  Wallace  family  patriarch  was  Rodney 
Wallace,  a paper  manufacturer  and  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.  Fire  and  floods  destroyed 
several  of  the  paper  mill's  buildings;  one  extant  building  where  Fitchburg  Paper  Company 
produced  book,  card  and  glazing  papers  was  constructed  m 1887  near  Depot  and  River  Streets 
(MHC  #508).  Rodney  Wallace  was  "a  selectman  for  the  City  in  the  years  1864, 1865,  and  1867;  he 
served  as  Representative  from  the  area  in  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Congress  from  1889-1891."^  In  addition  to 
his  public  service,  Wallace  used  his  wealth  to  improve  Fitchburg's  cultural  landscape.  He  gifted 
the  City  with  the  1885  pubHc  hbrary  on  Main  Street,  the  "Boys  with  Turtles"  (MHC  #902) 
fountain  in  the  Upper  Common,  and  Wallace  Way  (MHC  #921),  near  the  entrance  to  Fitchburg 
High  School. 

Built  in  1864  Rodney  Wallace's  Second  Empire  residence  at  65  Prospect  (MHC  #312),  was  later 
remodeled  by  HM  Francis  ca.  1905.  His  son,  George  Rodney  Wallace  built  his  Gothic  Revival 
home  in  1852  at  53  Prospect  (MHC  #310).  Known  as  the  Vickery  Cottage,  the  Gothic  Revival 
cottage  has  the  distinguishing  verge  board  trim  so  typical  of  the  style.  In  the  1970s  Vickery 
Cottage  was  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Crocker,  the  widow  of  Bigelow  Crocker. 

George  Rodney  Wallace  also  lived  at  56  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #311)  in  a Queen  Anne  home  built 
circa  1887.  The  dwelling  later  became  the  residence  of  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.  George 
Wallace  donated  the  youth  library  in  1950  and  his  son  donated  the  1967  library  building  across 
from  Monument  Park.  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.  donated  to  the  Burbank  Hospital  and  gave  the 
City  a Civic  Center,  Planetarium,  and  Skating  Rink.  The  Wallace  foundation  continues  to 
provide  funding  to  Fitchburg's  cultiual  institutions. 

Herbert  IngaUs  Wallace's  home  was  off  of  Prospect  Street  at  52  School  Street  (MHC  #355).  Built 
ca  1870  as  a two-story  Queen  Anne,  the  house  was  later  raised  and  a new  first  floor  added 
between  1880-1894.  Wallace  was  the  proprietor  of  the  family  business,  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co. 

By  1914  the  house  had  become  the  residence  of  James  Chalmes,  pastor  of  the  Calvinistic 
Congregational  Church. 

Most  of  the  buildings  on  Prospect  View  and  Mechanic  Streets  built  between  1870-1915  were 
architect  designed.  The  architect  for  many  of  these  homes  for  Fitchburg's  wealthy  industrialists 
was  Henry  Martyn  (HM)  Francis.  Bom  in  Lunenburg,  Massachusetts  in  1836,  Francis  was 
educated  at  Lawrence  Academy.  He  learned  the  architectural  trade  as  an  apprentice  in  the  firms 
of  Alexander  R Estey  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  George  Meacham  in  Boston,  and  George 
Harding  in  Portland,  Maine.  Francis  began  practicing  in  Fitchburg  in  1868.  He  was  responsible 


’ Ruth  Penka,  p.4. 


14 


Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


■9" 


■^»»V 


3i.jV 


T -.  •T'Jtrr-  ' 


A 

\J:}U  ItlViij.  lUiXtiO' 

„ ^u/wiartiS 

, * 

. 


(/prnWift^  'JOlii *54  ‘ P 

4U  t»Qyati|4k/{]  $0  I^'viir*  h aJ  ^f^iryn>*ij^,iaiAiu-'uruA:^ 

• U .rjiti  i.^  CSItfil  yo^>4^l  )r*yV 

» 4!uon  it!nui:r3$iit  tm  •<*.  > i.  iOft  uV  I’/ifd 


»IUI  <Jo<|  >’  (./  :»n..^s.  ' i<n  •/,  . ,».t:  ri.j  . ..-a  Wir 

'‘li?  t'  la  ‘>a#ri.(  U »v*,-il>  10  ».•'  :*'i  tsc ' * » » ‘•^.-j-  - ovOfttHo 

l'  '•Cf'i  ■i»'tM  u i *‘»'tl'l‘»^')>- I • '■  > - 1'V  ^ * ‘WtlliO 

7^.'L  >Ji  /</■/»  ’.  * I «-  ^w5  ‘‘.‘'.Uf/vi  wf*  N :.:m  .-jiiii'  " - ./);  ’■■■/■'/  ! '^r'  7i  *1^  ■'IT. 

••'(f'jr  j*  5..  ^4*f|M»{  t»:*  tfu’  * tv’»  STUWvfyi. ,'  •"</  lt>  ”#.  • •)  • 

V'la  W'lC  ' M-’-.arb.i/'''' ‘ -Si  s»<4. ' Ciit* 

•Hrartll?  I>Vt>l  I if « .1  •»»»«'  *;<><  ,7ff7y  fti.v'f  ilVf,*.  .7  St^-  ' .itf»^drili^«iT>fl'lA{ 

■Sill ;'V<^Tif  btii,  ,o«4(r  fOi^t  <•* ‘U  >'*<:  ••i.  rjsriiJ^:  :.,’ a"  eV*^  Oo*' ■***’*'  ••*1V-'^ 

»0  <lJi»  - .vtftmict*'-*  s'?-*'  ‘Ml..  t>'''  II  r:v<E -¥L*  oij,'  OLvj'.'fa‘r*=q4'45lJi 

»tne>ai)'Nf  ni -T,r-‘^ '-^i  .'tii*;i  ..- ■-  ,•;  J I ’ '!..  ^.t  nir’// L'.”,  **•#*/ 

bgtflc*  ;ii  ■t*  .^tlf,r.  z' ^ i .'ii  ^ •<  . .,ir<  ^fSkO  -iW^iV^  J 

' *JS^  J-Hiv  ‘ ’*'?n‘.  riA  uiif»*  »'ff  i-';  «/ii4ileWJ'v..O  ■*«! 

at  xt-'r  jn*  u.u  . »/»  < V,)  ^t.  fJ  Sr>r  mc.  ii  Oltf “fyp'iri 

»Aw  r,%  >T.*j^  ,>CH7»<.>*^  > %•  te  , f • **/fi  e*  »••  lir*vy  .;:• 

\soi',»iri» — A .y^r  . .'4 wlH > 

JiVvV*i/i  t|  ii'  fj|.  ■ ( V -iWl^  5.  -A-  .;.i  (.f  Al ’T;  ‘ 

Viwtn  **  -•-  ,*  I.  -e.-il  rj  • rru  ..  UTr,<  - '.^  ■ .v  ' .'v.<iai;,,'.i:}it;h  jfhiLfy-^  ^ 

wiv<#5j|^  id.  vjjtv  '.*i,i^>rw  M .■ -.M  ■ ■ .••rtw  ji  •jAieBW^iglkfli^J 


la-  T**'  n''  > ’ 

. '‘jr.^)-.  j!»,  cHUj  i r.'*’  * t 'sert*.  N it  fejuJ'-./i'’ ^ n 


1 u » < • _ • r/)  • n€  -vuiir  T ;>ife  [v.  i.4.* 


■'f  t.  ii*  w“F’‘*  :>■  f-'r*  k.  ii'ijn’t  .j.  -J^w'.UW 


j;i  ttiu.  lx,  •fl'A'i  t *-4*1%  *‘u€  »*H  ./I  - 1 ^Di<0  "V  ‘ ■^•.r*':Xii5»  ,»)47-i’'7''5/Tt.  avoqM]p.mjLl 

- Jilpifj -(I?  r'  *1  nHb.r.  ■ i .1  , 


LC  -sT^X  . .7b^IC?5  'j'iwill*^ 
X'* 


■Iw^  (?*■  *t  tni./'  'i*  • i • 'if:  -’jir.i-  I'io  »)•’,•  li||teii||||H cxltilW  :'Ic^V'-' 

v^/Swt  X ) t\i,  j x*""  *)•'.'-  , .,4  ..  jv  «».  Vj 

.7-)  ->  t XlEtlfU' ; 4*4^  v5ifc/'-'**‘*4  %'^J  ’<4  iMt^>,. V/  .* 

. .‘  I'  rt^dSJi .jrli s4»jit‘ • ^ ^/»»n  ^ 

vVi  ^/V/rv  .Mr.-<>vU  b,.;  vs  • :.• 

iWi-  f4T:Ub*'i'  viiljTLtf  /'7>r  a \ iiauK-jHtUfff 

oov  at>  1^1 1'  ,< i. •;  I ^ a ^ t tii  ',ivH . .- , si. 'fid)  tvkic>i  ^ 

•J?’ w iJ7l.v * -^7H  V lix -Vtn;?!  oxAui^A'^^* ..ti  w<r  . 

J-.-tifi  vji/  ko, 

<iaim«C|»fn  «« -V  ^ .82»a  .||fiii»i/t>tn 

«r  ^ > ■ k . 


M 


Comprehensive  Community  Wide  Survey 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


for  the  design  of  the  Henry  Allison  House  at  37  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #306)  ca  1870,  the  Emmons 
Crocker  House  at  82  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #279)  ca  1880,  the  Alfred  A.  MarshaU  House  at  31 
Prospect  Street  (MHC  #305)  ca  1880,  the  George  WaUace  Residence  at  56  Prospect  Street  (MHC 
#311)  ca  1887,  Bean  House  10  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #299)  1896,  the  Herbert  E Jennison  House  at 
60  View  Street  (MHC  #329)  ca  1900,  and  the  Crocker  Stables  at  117  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #291) 
ca  1904. 

Besides  residential  projects  he  also  designed  many  of  Fitchburg's  churches,  schools  and 
commercial  buildings.  In  1893  the  Swedish  Congregational  Church  at  15  Rollstone  Street  (MHC 
#235)  was  built.  Designed  by  HM  Francis  it  served  a rapidly  growing  immigrant  population. 

The  largest  church  on  the  Common  was  built  in  1896  and  designed  by  HM  Francis.  The 
Calvanistic  Congregational  Church  at  820  Main  Street  (MHC  #215)  is  a Richardsonian- 
Romanesque  church.  Also  built  in  1896  1 Caldwell  Place  (MHC  #250)  the  Swedish  Emanuel 
Luthem  Evangelical  Church  is  located  to  the  rear  of  the  First  Parish  Unitarian  Universalist 
Church,  just  off  the  Common.  The  Colonial  Revival  building  is  now  the  ApostoHc  Lutheran 
Church. 

HM  Francis'  Henry  AUison  House  at  37  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #C-306)  was  built  in  1870.  Hemy 
Allison  was  the  president  of  Safety  Fund  National  Bank  at  470  Main  Street  (MHC  #418).  The 
bank  originally  located  near  the  Upper  Common  was  chartered  in  1874,®  one  of  "eight  banks 
founded  in  Fitchburg  between  1832  and  1888."’ 

Other  architect-designed  homes  on  Prospect  HiU  were  120  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #319)  1911  by 
James  Purdon,  86  View  Street  (MHC  #332)  1925  also  by  James  Purdon,  98  Prospect  Street  (MHC 
#317)  1943-1999  by  Carl  Koch,  Weyman  Crocker  Residence  on  Flat  Rock  Road  (MHC  #326)  1929 
by  Edgar  & Verna  Cook  Salomansky,  and  39-41  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #265)  1906  by  Oscar 
Thayer. 

The  Bullock  Residence  at  30  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #304)  was  built  in  1890  for  Brigham  N 
Bullock.  Bacon  & Huber  Architects  of  Toledo,  Ohio  designed  the  (^ueen  Anne  residence.  Bullock 
was  president  of  Fitchburg  National  Bank  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank.  The 
house  has  remained  in  the  family  and  is  currently  owned  by  Nancy  Bullock.  Fitchburg  National 
Bank  was  the  oldest  Bank  in  Fitchburg  founded  in  1832.  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank  was  founded  in 
1846  and  is  still  operating  within  the  City  in  offices  built  ca  1962  at  780  Main  Street  (MHC  #211). 

From  1870-1895  Fitchburg  was  at  the  height  of  its  industrial  and  population  expansion.  The 
City's  population  nearly  tripled  from  11,260  in  1872  to  31,258  in  1900.  Residential  development  in 
Fitchburg  was  primarily  occurring  in  neighborhoods  on  the  hillsides  north  and  south  Main 
Street.  On  Prospect  Hill  residential  development  along  Mechanic  & Prospect  Streets  expanded. 
Victorian  residences  of  some  of  Fitchburg's  prominent  businessmen  and  their  families  stretched 
along  Mechanic  from  the  Common  north  to  Nichols  Street.  Prospect  Street  saw  the  greater  share 
of  development  of  the  two  streets  as  expansion  up  the  hillside  became  both  necessary  and 
desirable  for  the  scenic  views  the  hillside  afforded  of  the  river  valley  below.  Fitchburg's 
businesses  were  prospering  and  their  owners  prospered  as  weU.  Fitchburg's  businesses  also 
provided  the  materials  for  these  large  fashionable  homes. 


* Ruth  Penka,  p.22. 
’ibid,  p.21. 
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The  new  buildings  were  typically  done  in  the  Queen  Anne  style,  although  other  Victorian  styles, 
i.e.,  the  Stick  Style  and  Shingle  Style,  were  used  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Queen  Anne  style  was 
popularized  throughout  the  country  by  the  expanding  railroad.  The  railroads  shipped  mass- 
produced  pre-cut  detailing  to  local  lumberyards  from  distant  mills.  The  efficiency  of  mass 
production  of  machined  building  details  led  to  the  increased  affordability  of  these  decorative 
building  elements  that  facilitated  the  popularity  of  the  style.  The  use  of  small  dimension  lumber 
and  advent  of  balloon  framing  made  building  construction  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Fitchburg's 
steam  driven  sawmills,  like  the  WA  Gamo  Saw  & Planing  Mill  at  Lunenburg  & East  Streets 
locaUy  produced  wood  building  products.  Other  local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were 
quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  new  dwellings.  Other  factories  produced 
machined  nails  and  household  furnishings.  The  availability  of  inexpensive  skilled  immigrant 
labor  also  contributed  to  the  building  explosion.  Russians  and  Finns  quarried  granite  from 
RoUstone  HiU  for  use  in  foundations  and  ItaHan  immigrants  were  employed  in  the  building 
trades  as  plasters,  painters,  and  carpenters. 

Un-like  most  homes  of  this  era  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  homes  would  not  be  converted  to 
multifamily  use  as  the  need  for  housing  continued  to  grow  in  the  last  decades  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Instead  as  the  homes  were  vacated  by  upwardly  mobile  members  of  Fitchburg's  wealthy 
mdustrial  families,  they  were  purchased  by  successful  middleclass  businessmen  and  immigrants. 
The  economic  prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and  middle 
management  in  Fitchburg's  manufacturing  industries.  The  Queen  Anne  at  107  Mechanic  Street 
(MHC  #286)  was  the  residence  of  Edward  S Crocker.  Built  ca  1890  the  house  was  altered  by 
renovations  designed  by  HM  Francis.  The  house  was  later  the  home  of  Samuel  Saari,  a contractor 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Finnish  Community.  Saari  would  be  responsible  for  the 
development  of  many  triple-deckers  that  would  be  developed  ca  1910  on  upper  Mechanic  Street 
and  Elm  Street.  The  residence  was  later  converted  to  use  as  the  Kaleva  Koti  Club  for  Fitchburg's 
Finnish  Community. 

The  Vose  Parkhill  Residence  at  19-23  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #301)  was  built  c 1894.  William  H 
Vose,  the  Fifth  Mayor  of  Fitchburg  and  a woolen  manufacturer  first  owned  the  house.  Wm.  H. 
Vose  worked  at  Fitchburg  Woolen  Mill.  In  1860  along  w/ Daniel  KimbaU  became  a co-owner  of 
the  mill  located  in  Factory  Square.  In  1867  Rodney  Wallace  bought  into  the  company.  Wm.  H. 
Vose  died  in  1884  and  the  mill  was  sold  to  ParkhiU  manufacturing  Co.’“  His  son  George  Vose,  a 
treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg  Woolen  Mill  lived  in  the  residence  until  1867.  Later,  the  house  was 
served  as  the  residence  of  George  Vose  Upton  and  John  Parkhill,  the  owner  of  Parkhill 
Manufacturing. 

John  Parkhill  (1823-1906)  was  a Scottish  immigrant  who  moved  to  Fitchburg  in  1879  from 
Western  Massachusetts.  In  1880  he  began  the  Parkhill  Company  in  an  old  chair  factory  on  Circle 
Street  with  Arthur  H Lowe  and  Thomas  RB  Dole.  The  Parkhill  Company  manufactured  cotton 
cloth,  especially  ginghams  and  chambray.  Between  1887-1889  the  Parkhill  Company  expanded 
with  the  purchase  of  the  old  Fitchburg  Woolen  Mill  building  and  Andrew  Cleghom's  Cleghom 
Mill  on  Fiver  Street.  "By  1908,  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company  had  the  largest  payroll  of 
any  company  in  Fitchburg"" 


Ruth  Penka,  p.ll. 
" Ibid,  p.ll. 
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Another  wealthy  industrial  family  that  resided  and  continues  to  live  on  Prospect  Hill  is  the 
Crocker  family.  One  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Crocker  family  to  reside  on  Prospect  HiU  was 
the  family  patriarch,  Alvah  Crocker  (1801-1874)  the  founder  of  the  Crocker  Burbardc  Paper 
Company,  the  source  of  the  family  wealth.  Alvah  Crocker  was  one  of  the  most  important  figures 
in  Fitchburg's  success  as  a manufacturing  center.  The  most  ardent  proponent  of  building  a 
railroad  to  cormect  Fitchburg  to  Boston,  Alvah  Crocker's  dream  was  realized  in  March  of  1845 
when  the  first  locomotive  steamed  into  the  City.  He  would  also  see  the  completion  of  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel  allowing  continuation  of  the  railroad  west  to  Albany  one-month  before  his  death.  Alvah 
Crocker's  estate  "the  KnoU"  sat  atop  Prospect  Hill  overlooking  the  railroad  and  river  that  brought 
him  his  prosperity  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  149  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #321). 

93  Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #283)  was  the  residence  of  Samuel  Emmons  Crocker,  a paper 
manufacturer  and  president  of  Union  Machine  Company.  Built  ca.  1870  the  Eastlake  Victorian 
House  was  remodeled  by  HM  Francis  ca.  1890  with  the  addition  of  a Library  and  music  room. 

Just  up  the  road  from  the  Samuel  Emmons  Crocker  Residence  was  the  residence  of  another 
member  of  the  prominent  paper  manufacturing  family,  the  residence  of  Edward  S Crocker  at  107 
Mechanic  Street  (MHC  #286).  Another  Crocker,  George  H Crocker  built  his  Shingle  Style  home 
at  75  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #313).  The  large  shingle  and  stone  house  on  a one-acre  lot  was  built 
1889-1890.  Lewis  H.  Bacon  remodeled  the  house  in  1905.  In  the  1920s  the  house  became  the 
residence  of  Harlan  K Simonds  of  the  Simonds  Saw  & Steel  Co.  Other  Crocker  residences  include 
the  Emmons  Crocker  House  at  82  Mechanic  Street  built  ca  1800  (MHC  #279),  "Rosemont"  at  84 
Prospect  Street  built  ca  1917  the  residence  of  Bartow  Crocker  (MHC  #314),  the  Charles  T Crocker 
III  House  at  86  View  Street  built  in  1925(MHC  #C-332),  the  Emmons  Crocker  House  on  Flat 
Rock  Road  built  ca  1916(MHC  #325),  and  the  Alvah  Crocker  IV  House  on  Flat  Rock  Road  built 
ca  1959(MHC  #327). 

Large  nineteenth  century  brick  and  wood  framed  mansions  of  lower  Mechanic  Street  give  way  to 
the  wood  framed  apartment  blocks  of  Fitchburg's  Finnish  quarter  on  upper  Mechanic  Street. 

Czar  Nicholas  the  11  of  Russia  m 1890  began  to  increase  his  country's  dominance  over  Finland. 
From  1890-1910  Finns  came  to  the  United  States  to  escape  conscription  in  the  Russian  Army,  to 
pursue  religious  freedom,  and  for  economic  opportunities.  The  Finnish  unmigrants  carried  with 
them  their  tradition  of  co-operatives,  forming  farming  and  dairy  cooperatives  as  well  as  a co- 
operative grocery,  bakery,  and  gas  station.  Finnish  contractors  like  Samuel  Saari  built  apartments 
to  house  the  immigrants,  and  steam  baths  in  the  area  near  upper  Mechanic  and  Elm  Streets.  In 
1926  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Kaleva,  a national  fraternal  organization  of  Finns,  bought  the 
Edward  Crocker  Estate  at  107  Mechanic  Street  from  Samuel  Saari.  The  Fitchburg  chapter, 
founded  in  1908,  perpetuated  Finnish  language  and  culture  within  the  City.  The  Kaleva  Society 
opened  a grocery  store  at  181  Mechanic  Street  ca  1906.’^ 

Upper  Mechanic  Street  served  as  the  commercial  center  of  the  Finnish  District.  147  Mechanic 
Street  was  in  1917  a branch  store  of  the  United  Cooperative  Society,  then  known  as  Into  Grocery 
Company.  At  151  Mechanic  Street,  the  Willard  A Lowe  (Superintendent  of  Cemeteries)  House 
served  as  the  parsonage  for  the  Lutheran  Church  next  door.  Elm  and  Lowe  Passway  was  the 


Ruth  Penka,  p.9. 
Ibid.  p.8. 
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location  of  a co-operative  gas  station,  auto  repair  shop,  and  taxi  service.  72  Mechanic  was  around 
the  turn  of  the  century  the  residence  of  Alexander  Heissons,  the  proprietor  of  the  Kaleva  Society's 
grocery  at  1818  Mechanic  Street.  137  Mechanic  Street  was  a steam  bath  operated  by  Heissorts' 
brother  Edward. 

Prior  to  the  turn  of  the  century  construction  of  multi  family  housing  for  the  middle  class  in  the 
prospect  Highland  and  Upper  Common  areas  was  limited.  The  apartments  at  24-26  Vi  Arlington 
(MHC  # 340)  constructed  ca.  1890  and  28-34  Arlington  (MHC  # 341)  constructed  ca.  1860  are 
typical  of  the  multifamily  housing  built  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  large  single-family  houses. 
After  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  large  lots  of  the  early  estates  were  divided  to  accommodate  the 
increased  need  for  middle  class  housing,  due  to  the  rising  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Fitchburg's 
small  business  owners  and  managers  in  Fitchbiurg's  manufacturing  industries.  Ca.  1900  the  WA 
Davis  estate  on  View  and  Bond  Street  was  divided.  52  Bond  Street  (MHC  #2099)  the  (^ueen 
Anne  home  of  Horace  F Gove,  proprietor  of  HF  Gove  Insurance  Agency  and  62  Bond  Street 
(MHC  #2100),  the  (^ueen  Anne  home  of  Albion  W Downe,  a clerk  at  ParkhiU  Manufacturing  Co. 
were  built  on  lots  formerly  part  of  the  Davis  Estate. 

Located  off  Bond  Street  were  the  developments  on  Crescent  Heights  and  Haskell  Street.  Crescent 
Heights  was  developed  for  middle  class  housing  1900-1930,  predonunately  for  members  of  the 
CO  Swanson  family  and  employees  of  the  Swanson  family  business  Swanson  Baking  Co.  CO 
Swanson,  a Swedish  immigrant,  and  his  wife,  Lilly  lived  1925-1962  at  8 Crescent  Heights  (MHC 
#2102),  30  Crescent  Heights  (MHC  #2105)  built  ca  1920  was  the  home  of  William  B Fraas,  a 
manager  at  the  bakery  and  his  wife  Lilly  (Swanson)  Fraas.  7 Crescent  Heights  (MHC  #2101) 
built  1930-1931  was  the  residence  of  Laurence  G Hobbs,  a sales  manager  at  the  bakery. 

Haskell  Street  was  developed  ca  1926.  Early  residents  included  Donald  Crocker,  a member  of  the 
paper  making  family  at  33  Haskell  Street  (MHC  #2107),  and  employees  of  the  Crocker  and 
Wallace  families:  Gunnar  L Boring,  a butler  at  George  A Wallace's  residence  at  96  Prospect,  Lived 
1927-1960s  at  27  Haskell  Street  (MHC  #2106)  and  Frank  J Toomey,  a chauffeur  for  Charles  T and 
Helen  Crocker  at  their  house  at  87  Bond  Street  lived  at  40  Haskell  Street  from  1924-1936(MHC 
#2108). 

After  1930,  industrial  growth  slowed  and  the  downtown  began  to  decline  as  economic  growth 
shifted  to  the  western  United  States  and  middle  class  residents  continued  to  move  to  the 
suburban  neighborhoods.  Fitchburg's  population  growth  slowed  dramatically  between  1915- 
1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overall.'^ 

Few  changes  on  the  Common  occurred  between  1915-1940.  Changes  along  the  north  of  the 
Common  occurred  in  the  mid  1970s  when  the  Philip  J.  Philbin  Federal  Building  (MHC  #219) 
was  built  in  1974.  Designed  by  Perry  Dean  Stuart  the  Federal  Office  Building  and  Post  office 
continues  the  presence  of  government  on  the  Common  begun  with  the  Old  Town  House.  In  1975 
the  Wallace  Block  at  796-808  Main  Street  (MHC  #214)  was  demolished.  Built  in  1892  in  the 
Richardsonian  Romanesque  Style  it  was  designed  by  HM  Francis  for  Rodney  Wallace,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Company.  A Modem  style  office  building  now  occupies  the 
site.  To  the  rear  of  the  Wallace  Block  were  the  last  remaining  buddings  that  once  formed  Factory 
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Square.  The  last  original  wood  framed  building  that  was  a part  of  that  complex  was  demolished 
in  1976.  The  stone  mill  building  was  demolished  earlier  to  accommodate  the  construction  of 
Boulder  Drive. 

The  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank  780  Main  Street  (MHC  #211)  was  built  in  1962.  The  bank  was 
founded  in  1846  a year  after  the  railroad  arrived  in  Fitchburg.  The  bank  was  housed  in  two 
previous  buildings,  both  located  along  the  Upper  Common.  Bastile  Halsey  Associates,  Boston, 
designed  the  current  building.  The  circular  biiilding  is  sheathed  in  limestone.  In  1977  an 
addition  by  architect  Joseph  Permatteo  was  constructed  to  the  rear  of  the  building. 

The  advent  of  the  car  and  the  increased  affordability  of  car  ownership  aided  the  movement  to  the 
suburbs.  Unlike  other  neighborhoods  that  were  abandoned  during  suburban  flight.  Prospect  Hill 
remained  a fashionable  location  to  reside.  Descendants  of  the  nineteenth  century  industrialists 
continued  to  live  on  Prospect  and  the  surrounding  streets.  They  built  more  modest  homes  on 
newly  developed  streets  like  Donald  Crocker  did  at  33  Haskell  Street  between  1926-1927(MHC 
#2107),  or  they  built  more  fashionable  homes  in  the  Classical  or  Colonial  Revival  styles  on  the 
sites  of  older  dwellings  that  were  moved  or  demolished  to  accommodate  the  new  construction. 
"Rosemont"  the  1917  Colonial  Revival  at  84  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #314)  replaced  the  1871 
George  A Torrey  Mansion.  The  mansion  was  sold  to  Charles  Thomas  Crocker  and  moved  to  87 
Bond  Street  in  1916.  It  was  later  demolished.  Alvah  Crocker's  daughter  Mrs.  Willard  B Soper,  to 
accommodate  a new  Georgian  Revival  residence  at  149  Prospect  Street  (MHC  # 321),  demolished 
his  1895  Shingle  style  mansion  "The  Knoll"  in  the  1950's. 

Other  dwellings  removed  from  Prospect  Street  include  the  ca  1870  Horace  Wood  House  on  Flat 
Rock  Road  (MHC  # 324)  moved  ca  1910;  91  View  Street  (MHC  # 333)  built  in  1890  and  moved  ca 
1910  from  Prospect  Street;  and  81  View  Street  (MHC  # 331)  built  ca  1854  at  75  Prospect  was 
moved  in  1889  to  the  comer  of  View  and  Prospect  Streets,  then  moved  again  ca  1910  to  its  present 
site  to  accommodate  the  construction  of  "ApplewHd"  at  120  Prospect  Street  (MHC  # 319).  The 
owner  of  Atkinson  Wilson  Painters  built  the  Edward  Atkinson  Cottage  at  81  View  Street.  The 
Reverend  William  P Tilden  of  the  Unitarian  Church  occupied  the  house  from  1855-1862. 

In  the  middle  of  the  twentieth  century  some  of  the  large  homes  of  the  wealthy  families  were 
converted  to  institutional  uses  as  their  enormous  size  became  unmanageable  for  their  elderly 
owners  and  imdesirable  to  their  heirs  who  lived  in  more  modest  and  modem  homes.  The 
Applewild  School,  a private  school,  is  housed  in  the  former  residence  of  Charles  T Crocker  Jr., 
and  his  wife.  Fay  Bigelow  Crocker.  The  Crocker's  married  in  1892  and  resided  at  120  Prospect 
Street  (MHC  #319)  until  1955/6  when  it  was  converted  to  a school.  The  Crocker's  opened  their 
house  as  a theatre  until  Mrs.  Crocker  and  Helen  Stratton  founded  the  Stratton  Playhouse  on 
Wallace  Avenue.  The  Crocker's  also  opened  their  home  during  the  "flu  epidemic  of  1918  as  an 
emergency  hospital  treating  236  patients."'^  The  architect,  J.  Radford  Abbot,  did  the  1956 
renovations.  The  Applewild  School  also  has  utilized  other  neighboring  properties,  as  the  school 
has  increased  in  size;  145  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #320),  the  Eugene  J Porter  residence;  39  Flat  Rock 
Road,  the  former  faculty  residence  for  the  Applewild  School,  and  54  View  Street  (MHC  #328), 
the  John  G Faxon  Residence.  In  1999  the  Applewild  School  demolished  Screwball  Terrace  built  ca 
1943  at  98  Prospect  Street  (MHC  #317),  the  former  residence  of  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.,  to 
build  a new  classroom  building. 


Ruth  Penka,  p.8. 
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The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  little  changes  to  the  Prospect  Hill  Area.  Few 
dwellings  have  been  divided  into  multi-fanaily  units,  primarily  in  the  area  of  Chestnut,  School 
and  Arlington  Streets  and  on  Mechanic  Street.  The  area  is  still  largely  a residential  area  with 
institutional  occupancies  in  the  area  of  the  intersection  of  View  and  Prospect  Street  and  near  the 
Common.  New  uses  have  resulted  in  the  alteration  of  historic  features  of  extant  buildings  or 
demolition  of  historic  properties. 

The  Common  has  developed  as  a location  for  memorials  and  public  art.  One  of  the  first 
monuments  built  m the  Common  was  the  Herbert  Adams  fountain:  'Boys  Playing  with  Turtles' 
(MHC  #902).  The  World  War  I Memorial  (MHC  #904)  was  donated  on  November  12, 1928.  Also 
designed  by  Herbert  Adams  the  bronze  winged  female  carrying  a flag  atop  the  monument  has  a 
plaque  on  the  west  side  of  the  monument  listing  those  who  gave  their  lives  during  World  War  I. 
A memorial  commemorating  World  War  II  (MHC  #950)  was  not  donated  until  November  26, 
1995.  The  memorial  commemorates  the  men  and  women  who  served  in  both  the  Pacific  and 
European  Theatres.  A monument  to  Korean  War  Veterans  and  Vietnam  Veterans  (MHC  #951) 
designed  by  John  Marshall  was  also  erected  on  the  Common  and  dedicated  September  11, 1993. 

On  the  opposite  end  of  the  Common  is  the  memorial  (MHC  #948)  to  Arthur  M Longsjo  Jr.  (1931- 
1958)  Longsjo  was  a two  time  Olympian  competing  in  the  1956  Summer  (Cycling)  and  Winter 
Olympics  (Speed  Skating)  of  the  same  year.  He  was  the  first  American  to  compete  in  both  the 
Summer  and  Winter  games  of  the  same  year.  He  was  killed  in  an  auto  accident  after  winning  a 
bicycle  race  m Montreal. 

Located  on  a separate  traffic  island,  known  as  Litchfield  Park,  near  the  southwest  comer  of  the 
Common  is  the  Rollstone  Boulder  (MHC  #947).  Moved  ca  1929/1930  from  the  summit  of 
Rollstone  Hill.  In  danger  of  destmction  from  the  quarries,  this  erratic  deposited  by  receding 
glaciers  was  exploded  with  dynamite,  then  reassembled  using  cement  and  iron  rods. 

The  Upper  Common  is  currently  a largely  commercial  area.  The  remaining  four  churches,  the 
monuments,  and  the  Federal  Building  continue  the  presence  of  civic  and  cultural  stmctures  in  the 
Upper  Common  Area.  Stmctures  line  nearly  the  entire  street  waU  of  the  corrunon  except  at  the 
southeast  comer  at  the  intersection  Rollstone  and  Main  Streets  and  at  the  northwest  comer  at  the 
intersection  of  Merriam  Parkway  and  Main  Street  where  parking  lots  have  replaced  dwellings 
and  commercial  stmctures.  New  uses  of  the  historic  dwellings  and  commercial  buildings  in  the 
twentieth  century  have  resulted  in  the  alteration  of  historic  features  of  extant  buildings  or  the 
demolition  of  historic  properties.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  extant  buildings  is  fair.  Most 
commercial  buildings  have  lost  their  original  storefronts,  new  storefront  additions  have  been 
added  to  historically  non-commercial  properties,  and  many  buildings  have  lost  their  historic 
materials. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining  buildings  on  Prospect  Hill  is  remarkably  good.  Many 
single-family  buildings  have  retained  their  original  slate  roofs,  windows,  detailing,  and  exterior 
siding.  The  neighborhood  retains  the  mix  of  upper  middle  class  mansions  and  modest  single- 
family homes.  Encroachment  by  institutions  like  the  Applewild  School  have  resulted  in  changes 
to  historic  exteriors  and  in  the  destmction  of  at  least  one  historic  resource  to  accommodate  the 
school's  growth. 
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4.3  Highland  Avenue 

The  Highland  Avenue  Area  is  defined  on  the  North  by  Pearl  Street,  to  the  west  by  North  Street, 
to  the  east  by  Pacific  Street,  and  on  the  south  by  Main  Street.  Situated  on  a southwestern  facing 
slope  on  the  north  side  of  the  North  Nashua  River  valley,  the  mainly  residential  neighborhood 
developed  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  early  civic  and  conunercial  development  at  the  East 
End  of  Main  Street.  Later  the  location  of  the  railroad  station  at  Water  & Main  (then  Summer) 
Streets  spurred  industrial  development  on  Water  and  Lunenburg  Streets  and  increased  the 
need  for  nearby  housing. 

In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  city.  Although  the  first  settlers  settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads 
like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashbumham  Hill  Road,  the  construction  of  mills 
along  the  river  resulted  in  a linear  settlement  along  the  river.  One  of  the  early  mills  that  used 
the  Nashua  River  for  power  was  Elijah  Burbank's  paper  mill  of  1804.  Located  on  Water  Street 
the  mill  produced  100#  paper/day.  The  first  town  center  developed  on  the  East  End  of  Main 
Street,  at  the  junction  of  Water,  Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Street  when  the  first  meetinghouse  was 
built  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  In  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
majority  of  residential  dwellings  north  of  the  town  center  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Day  & Blossom 
Streets.  On  a map  of  1851,  only  three  dwellings  are  shown  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area,  L Pratt 
and  J Hitchcock  residences  on  Pratt  Street  (now  Highland  Avenue)  and  the  T.  Johnson  house  on 
Myrtle  Avenue. 

From  1830-1870  Fitchburg's  manufacturing  companies  continue  to  expand  as  technology 
developed  faster  means  of  production.  In  1860  there  were  136  industries  in  Fitchburg.'* 
Increased  production  required  an  increase  in  supply  of  raw  materials  to  the  mills  and 
demanded  a faster  means  to  distribute  products  the  mills  produced. 

In  1844  a raUroad  line  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  most  ardent  proponent  of  the  rail 
hne  for  Fitchburg  was  Alvah  Crocker.  Crocker  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1823  and  worked  in 
Burbanks'  paper  mill.  He  later  built  his  own  paper  mill  in  West  Fitchburg  and  became  an 
advocate  for  the  railroads  as  a means  of  moving  his  product  to  Boston.  The  rail  line  was 
extended  to  the  West  in  1874  upon  completion  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  access  through  to 
Albany  provided  access  to  the  West  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials  from  the 
west  to  reach  the  manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast. 

The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and  industrial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The 
location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the  older  part  of  the  city  at  the  comer  of  Water  & Main  Street 
resulted  in  increased  commercial  and  industrial  development  nearby.  The  increase  in 
commercial  and  industrial  development  necessitated  an  increase  in  housing  for  workers  and 
middle  class  businessmen  with  a close  proximity  to  their  workplace.  The  land  north  of  the  town 
center  was  popular  for  residential  development  because  of  the  proxmuty  to  the  mills  and  the 
views  up  and  down  the  valley. 


Doris  Kirpatrick,  The  City  & the  River,  (Fitchburg,  MA:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p.  201. 
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Increasingly  large  estates  and  farms  dotted  the  hillsides  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area.  The 
Jacob  H Fairbanks's  house  at  27  Myrtle  (MHC  # 1313)  ca  1875;  the  Joseph  A Hyatt  House  at  42 
Myrtle  (MHC  # 2159)  ca.  1866;  the  Francis  W Towne  House  at  89  Myrtle  (MHC  # 2165)  ca 
1865;  and  the  GW  Shattuck  Residence  at  62  North  Street  (MHC  # 2181)  ca.  1860  are  examples 
of  large  Greek  Revival  or  Italianate  estates  and  farmhouses  built  ca  1850-1870  on  large  lots  on 
the  hillside  near  Main  Street.  Like  most  homes  of  this  area  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  homes 
would  be  converted  to  multifamily  use  as  the  need  for  housing  continued  to  grow  in  the  last 
decades  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11, 260  residents  in  Fitchburg, 
more  than  double  the  1850  population  of  5160.  Maps  of  the  City  in  1870-1871  depict  the 
increased  residential  development  of  the  Highland  Avenue  neighborhood.  Predominately 
single-family  homes  were  built  along  Pratt  (now  Highland)  Street  and  the  lower  portion  of 
Myrtle  Avenue  between  Congress  and  Main  Streets. 

By  1900  the  population  in  Fitchburg  had  reached  31,258,  nearly  a third  of  that  population,  were 
foreign  bom.'^  European  immigrants  representing  15  countries  filled  jobs  in  the  expanding 
industries.  The  increase  in  population  resulted  in  a further  increase  in  need  for  housing, 
especially  for  working  class  housing. 

Between  1870-1915  residential  development  pushed  up  the  steep  hillsides  of  the  river  vaUey. 
Lots  that  had  been  laid  out  along  the  upper  end  of  Myrtle,  Cedar,  and  Pacific  Streets  in  1871 
were  developed  with  multifamily  residences  by  1895.  The  prominent  real  estate  developer 
Benjamin  Snow,  who  lived  on  Green  Street  near  Day  Street,  led  the  development  of  these  lots.’® 
Large  early  nineteenth  century  single-family  homes  were  converted  to  multifamily  residences. 
Row  houses,  the  George  B.  & Benjamin  F,  Proctor  row-houses  at  164/166/168  Highland  Ave 
(MHC  # 2146)  ca  1865;  triple  deckers,  the  Myrtle  Avenue  Triple  Decker  at  124/126/128  Myrtle 
Ave  (MHC  # 2175)  ca  1900;  and  apartment  buildings,  the  six  unit  brick  tenement  at  24  Congress 
(MHC  # 2123)  ca  1890  were  built  along  with  many  front  gabled  two  family  dwellings  to 
accommodate  the  need  for  housing. 

The  building  types  were  typically  done  in  the  (^ueen  Anne  Style,  although  other  Victorian 
styles,  i.e.,  the  Stick  Style  and  Second  Empire  were  used  in  the  neighborhood.  The  (^ueen  Anne 
Style  was  popularized  throughout  the  country  by  the  expanding  railroad.  The  mass  production 
of  machined  details  and  the  increased  affordability  of  these  decorative  building  elements 
facilitated  the  popularity  of  the  style.  The  use  of  small  dimension  lumber  and  advent  of  balloon 
framing  made  construction  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Fitchburg's  steam  driven  sawmills,  like  the 
WA  Gamo  Saw  & Planing  Mill  at  Lunenburg  & East  Streets  locally  produced  wood  buildmg 
products.  Other  local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were  quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills 
to  be  utilized  in  new  dwellings.  Other  factories  produced  machined  nails  and  household 
furnishings.  The  avaUabiUty  of  inexpensive  skilled  immigrant  labor  also  contributed  to  the 
building  explosion.  Russians  and  Finns  quarried  granite  from  RoUstone  Hill  for  use  in 
foimdations  and  Italian  immigrants  were  employed  in  the  building  trades. 


Doris  Kirpatrick,  p.  389. 

Anthony  R Taylor,  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions,  (Fitchburg,  Ma:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  n.d.)  p.22. 
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The  growth  in  wealth  of  Fitchburg  citizens  extended  to  the  development  of  cultural  resources. 

In  October  of  1845  Charles  Mason  & Horace  Mann  launch  a Teacher  Training  Institute  in 
Fitchburg.  In  1895  the  Fitchburg  Normal  School  opened  in  the  old  High  School  building  on 
Academy  Street.  The  Normal  school  was  moved  the  next  year  to  a building  on  Pearl  Street. 

The  teaching  school  used  the  nearby  neighborhood  schools  as  practice  schools  for  teaching 
students.  The  Highland  Avenue  School  (MHC  # 2148)  was  used  to  train  teachers  in  grades  1- 
3.  The  Highland  Avenue  area  was  a popular  neighborhood  for  the  teachers  at  the  Normal 
School.  In  1920  Arthur  C.  Harrington,  a teacher  at  the  State  Normal  School  lived  in  a two 
family  at  66  Myrtle  (MHC  # 2163).  Inez  Bigwood,  an  English  teacher  at  the  State  Normal 
School,  ca  1920  lived  at  132  Highland  (MHC  # 2142).  123  Highland  (MHC  # 2141)  in  1914  was 
the  home  of  Mercie  A.  Allen,  principal  of  the  Practical  Arts  Normal  School,  and  Nellie  B.  AUen, 
a teacher  at  the  State  Normal  School. 

The  economic  prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and 
middle  management.  Ca  1915-1925  the  remaining  undeveloped  lots  became  the  sites  of  smaller, 
more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles.  The  topography 
of  the  eastern  side  of  Pacific  Street  is  steeply  sloped  and  had  until  the  turn  of  the  century 
remained  fairly  undeveloped.  Several  of  the  families  who  resided  in  the  new  homes  on  Pacific 
Street  were  managers  of  businesses  on  nearby  Culley  & Lunenburg  Streets.  Alphonse  J Welch 
began  residing  in  1927  at  18  Pacific  Street  (MHC  # 6845).  Welch  worked  for  EJ  Welch's  New 
England  Trucking  Co  at  80  Lunenburg.  Built  c 1925,  42  Pacific  (MHC  # 2202)  was  the  residence 
of  Albert  VinceUette.  VinceUette,  the  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Enamel  Co  on  nearby  Culley  St. 
had  previously  resided  at  41/43  Culley  St.  VinceUette  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1950s,  when 
the  house  became  the  residence  of  Vernon  S VinceUette,  a subsequent  owner  of  the  Fitchburg 
Enamel  Co.  Vernon  VinceUette  Uved  in  the  house  imtil  the  1980s. 

After  1930,  new  residential  development  was  minimal  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area.  Industrial 
growth  slowed  and  the  downtown  began  to  decline  as  economic  growth  shifted  to  the  western 
United  States  and  middle  class  residents  moved  to  the  suburbs.  Fitchburg's  population  growth 
slowed  dramaticaUy  between  1915-1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overaU.”  The  advent  of  the 
car  and  the  increased  affordabUity  of  car  ownership  aided  the  movement  to  the  suburbs. 
Residents  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area  no  longer  needed  to  Uve  within  walking  distance  of 
their  jobs,  famiUes  moved  to  newer  suburban  homes  to  the  east  along  Lunenburg  Street. 

During  World  War  II  a sizable  African  American  community  developed  near  Green  & North 
Street.  Many  of  these  residents  were  employed  by  the  defense  industry  and  located  in 
Fitchburg  because  of  the  proximity  to  Fort  Devens. 

The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  many  changes  to  the  Highland  Avenue  Area. 
Industry,  no  longer  dependant  on  the  river  for  power,  removed  from  the  Water  and  Main  Street 
area  to  modem  electricaUy  powered  plants  on  the  edges  of  town,  and  Main  Street  declined. 
During  the  1960s  Urban  Renewal  projects  demolished  historic  stmctures  Uke  Union  Depot 
(1961)  and  converted  historic  sites  to  shopping  plazas  and  convenient  parking  lots. 

Many  famUy  industries  were  sold  to  national  and  later  international  owners.  Sunonds 
Manufacturing  Company  became  a part  of  Wallace  Murray  Corporation  of  New  England  in 


” Reconnaissance  Survey  Report  for  Fitchburg  ([Boston] :MHC,  1984). 
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1965,  and  in  1981  was  purchased  by  the  Chicago  Conglomerate,  Household  International.  That 
same  year  the  facility  at  North  &c  Main  Street  was  vacated.  In  1975  the  heirs  of  Iver  Johnson  sold 
Iver  Johnson  Arms  & Cycle  Works.  Crocker  Burbank  & Co  Association  was  sold  to  the 
Weyerhaeuser  Company. 

In  the  1990s  the  City  acquired  the  property  of  the  Simonds  Manufacturing  Company  on  Main 
Street  for  use  as  the  site  of  the  new  Central  Fire  Station.  The  Greek  Revival  brick  and  granite 
buildings  were  demolished  1996-1998.  The  ordy  remaining  industrial  building  that  was  a part 
of  the  Simonds  Manufacturing  complex  is  the  Winthrop  building  at  26  Willow  Street  (MHC  # 
402)  built  ca.  1927. 

As  long-term  residents  left  their  single  family  and  owner  occupied  multifamily  homes  in  the 
downtown  neighborhoods,  many  of  the  dwellings  were  sold  to  absentee  landlords  who  further 
divided  the  dwellings.  Students  at  the  nearby  Fitchburg  State  College  Campus  (MHC  # 1324) 
north  of  Pearl  Street  rent  many  of  the  dwelling  units. 

Neglect  of  many  multiunit  properties  from  lack  of  investments  and  regular  maintenance  has 
led  to  deterioration  and  loss  of  materials  and  details  in  many  properties.  Demolition  of  some  of 
these  deteriorated  properties  had  occurred  within  the  last  several  years  on  Green  Street  near  the 
intersection  of  North  Street.  Where  changes  in  land  use  from  residential  to  institutional  has 
occurred  on  Cedar  Street  around  the  Highland  Baptist  Church  and  Cedar  Street  Home 
demolition  of  dwellings  has  also  occurred. 

Although  many  buildings  have  deteriorated,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining 
buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Many  single-family  buildings  retain  their  original  slate  roofs, 
windows,  machined  wood  detailing,  and  exterior  siding.  TTie  neighborhood  retains  the  mix  of 
upper  middle  class  mansions,  multifamily  residences  and  modest  single-family  homes. 
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4.4  Summer  Street 

The  Summer  Street  Area  is  defined  on  the  North  by  Lunenburg  Street,  to  the  west  by  Sununer 
Street,  to  the  east  by  the  rear  of  Brigham  Park,  Winter  Street,  Lawrence  Street,  and  on  the  south 
by  Goodrich  Street.  Situated  on  a western  facing  bluff  on  the  north  side  of  the  North  Nashua 
River  valley,  the  mainly  upperclass  residential  neighborhood  developed  because  of  its 
proximity  to  the  early  civic  and  commercial  development  at  the  east  end  of  Main  Street.  In  1886 
the  placement  of  a streetcar  line  on  Summer  Street  would  facilitate  the  development  of  middle 
class  suburban  homes  on  the  sites  of  the  large  estates. 

In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  city.  Although  the  first  settlers  settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads 
like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashbumham  Hill  Road,  the  construction  of  nulls 
along  the  river  resulted  in  a linear  settlement  along  the  river.  The  first  town  center  developed 
on  the  east  end  of  Main  Street,  at  the  junction  of  Water,  Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Streets  when 
the  first  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  In  the  first  half  of 
the  nineteenth  century  the  majority  of  residential  dwellings  south  east  of  the  town  center  on 
Sununer  Street  belonged  to  the  Cowdin  and  Goodrich  families.  On  a map  of  1851,  only  six 
dwellings  are  shown  in  the  Summer  Street  area,  JB  Cowdin's,  AP  Cowdin's,  the  widow 
Cowdin's,  William  Leothe's,  AP  Goodrich's,  and  WJ  Cliffords',  all  on  Summer  Street. 

From  1830-1870  Fitchbiurg's  manufacturing  companies  continued  to  expand  as  technology 
developed  faster  means  of  production.  In  1860  there  were  136  industries  in  Fitchburg.^ 
Increased  production  required  an  increase  in  supply  of  raw  materials  to  the  mills  and 
demanded  a faster  means  to  distribute  products  the  mills  produced. 

In  1844  a railroad  line  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  rail  line  was  extended  to  the  west  in 
1874  upon  completion  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  access  through  to  Albany  provided  access  to 
the  West  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials  from  the  west  to  reach  the 
manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast. 

The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and  industrial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The 
location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the  older  part  of  the  city  at  the  comer  of  Water  & Main  Street 
resulted  in  increased  conunercial  and  industrial  development  nearby.  Fitchburg's  leading 
industrialists  prospered  as  their  business  quickly  expanded.  New  estates  to  display  their  wealth 
and  social  stature  were  built  on  land  southeast  of  the  town  center  on  Summer  Street.  The  sites 
were  popular  for  residential  development  because  of  the  proximity  to  the  mills,  their  southern 
exposure,  and  the  views  up  and  down  the  river  valley. 

Increasingly  large  estates  and  farms  dotted  the  hillsides  in  the  Summer  Street  area.  The  C H 
Whittemore's  house  at  115  Summer  (MHC  # 1405)  ca  1855  and  the  Sylvanus  Sawyer  Double 
Houses  at  21-33  Summer  Street  (MHC  # 1400-1401)  ca  1865-70  are  examples  of  large  Greek 
Revival  or  Italianate  estates  and  farmhouses  built  ca  1850-1870  on  large  lots  on  the  bluff 
overlooking  the  Nashua  River.  Like  most  houses  of  this  area  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  houses 


“ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  dc  The  River  (Fitchburg,  MA,  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p.389. 
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would  be  converted  to  multifamily  use  as  the  need  for  housing  continued  to  grow  in  the  last 
decades  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11,260  residents  in  Fitchburg, 
more  than  double  the  1850  population  of  5160.  An  increase  in  commercial  and  industrial 
development  precipitated  the  population  growth  and  an  increased  need  of  housing  for  workers 
and  middle  class  businessmen  with  a close  proximity  to  their  workplace.  Maps  of  the  City  in 
1870-1871  depict  the  increased  residential  development  of  the  Summer  Street  neighborhood. 
Predominately  single-farruly  homes  were  built  along  Holt,  and  Oak  Streets,  and  the  portion  of 
Summer  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Goodrich  Street.  (R.  B.  Baldwin  Estate  ca  1860  11  Oak 
Street  MHC  # 2242). 

By  1900  the  population  in  Fitchbrug  had  reached  31,258,  nearly  a third  of  that  population,  were 
foreign  bom.^'  European  immigrants  representing  15  countries  filled  jobs  in  the  expanding 
industries.  The  increase  in  population  resulted  in  a further  increase  in  need  for  housing, 
especially  for  working  class  housing. 

Between  1870-1915  residential  development  pushed  up  the  steep  hillsides  of  the  river  vaUey. 
Lots  that  had  been  laid  out  along  the  Beacon  and  Lawrence  Streets  in  1871  were  developed  with 
single  and  multifamily  residences  by  1895.  Atlantic  Street  had  been  laid  out  at  the  rear  of  the 
Summer  Street  estates.  Single-family  dwellings  were  built  on  the  east  of  Atlantic  and  on  Bluff 
Street,  which  was  also  laid  out  by  1882.  Large  Queen  Anne  Style  homes  were  built  on  Summer 
Street  on  lots  divided  from  the  larger  early  nineteenth  century  estates:  The  SW  Huntley  House 
at  5 Bluff  Street  (MHC  # 1420)  ca  1877;  the  JA  Jones  house  at  21  Atlantic  (MHC  # 1414)  ca  1890; 
and  the  Joseph  G Edgerly  House  at  37  Atlantic  (MHC  # 1418)  ca  1890. 

Most  of  the  buildings  on  Atlantic,  Bluff,  and  Summer  Streets  built  between  1870-1915  were 
architect  designed.  The  architect  for  many  of  these  homes  for  wealthy  Fitchburg  industrialists 
was  Henry  Martyn  (HM)  Francis.  Bom  in  Lunenburg,  Massachusetts  in  1836,  Francis  was 
educated  at  Lawrence  Academy.  He  learned  the  architectural  trade  as  an  apprentice  in  the 
firms  of  Alexander  R Estey  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  George  Meacham  in  Boston,  and 
George  Harding  in  Portland,  Maine.  Francis  began  practicing  in  Fitchburg  in  1868.  He  was 
responsible  for  the  design  of  the  Charles  T Harding  House  at  26  Atlantic  Avenue  (MHC  #1416) 
ca  1887,  E Corcoran  House  and  Garage  at  34  Summer  Avenue  (MHC  #1417-2081)  1904-6,  the  JQ 
Wright  House  at  41  Atlantic  Avenue  (MHC  #1419)  ca  1897,  and  the  Eiger  Frost  Belding  house 
at  5 Bluff  Avenue  (MHC  #1420),  ca  1888.  Besides  residential  projects  he  also  designed  many  of 
Fitchburg's  churches,  schools  and  commercial  buildings.  HM  Francis  & Sons  designed  the 
Moran  Block  at  the  comer  of  Lunenberg  and  Summer  Streets. 

The  buildings  were  typically  done  in  the  Queen  Anne  Style,  although  other  Victorian  styles 
such  as  the  Stick  Style  and  Second  Empire  were  used  m the  neighborhood.  The  Queen  Anne 
Style  was  popularized  throughout  the  country  by  the  expanding  railroad.  The  mass  production 
of  machined  details  and  the  increased  affordabihty  of  these  decorative  building  elements 
facihtated  the  popularity  of  the  style.  The  use  of  small  dimension  lumber  and  advent  of  balloon 
framing  made  construction  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Fitchburg's  steam  driven  sawmills,  like  the 
WA  Gamo  Saw  & Planing  Mill  at  Lunenburg  & East  Streets  locally  produced  wood  building 


Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  & The  River.  (Fitchburg,  MA,  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p.389. 
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products.  Other  local  materials  like  slate  and  grarute  were  quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills 
to  be  utilized  in  new  dwellings.  Most  of  the  granite  used  in  Fitchburg  came  from  RoUstone 
HUl.  Other  factories  produced  machined  nails  and  household  furnishings.  The  availability  of 
inexpensive  skilled  immigrant  labor  also  contributed  to  the  building  explosion.  Russians  and 
Finns  quarried  granite  from  RoUstone  HUl  for  use  in  foundations  and  ItaUan  immigrants  were 
employed  in  the  budding  trades. 

The  economic  prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and 
middle  management.  Ca  1915-1935  the  remaining  undeveloped  lots  became  the  sites  of  smaUer, 
more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles.  The  southern 
end  of  Atlantic  Avenue  had  untU  the  turn  of  the  century  remained  fairly  undeveloped.  Several 
of  the  famUies  who  resided  in  the  new  homes  on  Atlantic  Avenue  were  managers  of  businesses 
on  nearby  Main  & Prescott  Streets. 

After  1935,  new  residential  development  was  minimal  in  the  Summer  Street  area.  Industrial 
growth  slowed  and  Fitchburg's  downtown  began  to  decUne  as  economic  growth  shifted  to  the 
western  United  States  and  middle  class  residents  moved  to  the  suburbs.  Fitchburg's  population 
growth  slowed  dramaticaUy  between  1915-1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overaU.“  The  advent 
of  the  car  and  the  increased  affordabUity  of  car  ownership  aided  the  movement  to  the  suburbs. 
Residents  in  the  Summer  Street  area  no  longer  needed  to  Uve  within  walking  distance  of  their 
jobs  or  the  street  car  line,  famiUes  moved  to  newer  suburban  homes  like  the  bungalows  to  the 
east  of  Lawrence  Street  on  BouteUe  Street  and  Harrison  Avenue. 

The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  many  changes  to  the  Summer  Street  Area.  As 
long-term  residents  left  their  single  family  and  owner  occupied  multifamily  homes  in  the 
downtown  neighborhoods,  many  of  the  dwellings  were  sold  to  absentee  landlords  who  further 
divided  the  dwellings. 

Neglect  of  many  multiunit  properties  from  lack  of  investments  and  regular  maintenance  has 
led  to  deterioration  and  loss  of  materials  and  details  in  many  properties.  DemoHtion  of  some  of 
these  deteriorated  properties  has  occurred  within  the  last  several  years  on  Summer  Street  and 
Beacon  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Summer  Street.  Where  changes  in  land  use  from 
residential  to  institutional  has  occiured  on  Holt  Street  around  the  Hastings  Hall  demolition  of 
dwellings  has  also  occiurred.  Near  the  St.  Bernard's  School  on  Goodrich  Street  dwellings  have 
been  severely  altered  from  their  original  appearance. 

Although  some  buildings  have  deteriorated,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining 
buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Many  single-family  dwellings  retained  their  original  slate  roofs, 
windows,  machined  wood  detailing,  and  exterior  siding.  Some  homes  along  Atlantic  Street 
have  been  restored.  Many  single-family  homes  are  well  maintained.  The  neighborhood  retains 
the  mix  of  upper  class  mansions,  multiiamily  residences  and  modest  middle  class  homes. 


Reconnaissance  Survey  Report  for  Fitchburg  ([Boston] :MHC,  1984). 
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Date 

o 

00 

ZZ6\  1 

6981  1 

1 1830-1848 

ON 

1 1820 

VO 

1 ca.  1850 

[ ca.  1887 

[ ca.  1880s 

[ ca.  1901 

[ 1820s| 

1 ca.  1820 

[ ca.  1890s[ 

1 ca.  1 860[ 

[ ca.  1870| 

1 1887-18951 

[ 1920[ 

[0681  1 

o 

CN 

00 

00 

[9061  J 

o 

Cv 

1890| 

' 1897| 

ca.  1900| 

O 

0061 

ca.  1925| 

ca.  1820| 

ca.  1800| 

0181 

c-  1 

00 

00 

ca.  1891 

0 

Cv 

1920 

1870-1882 

CN 
00 
00  1 

00  I 

00  1 
00  ' 

“1 

I917| 

Form/Stvle 

Gothic  Revival 

1 Neoclassical 

|2nd  Empire 

1 Federal 

[Modem  Classical 

[Greek  Revival 

[Cape  Cod 

[Vernacular 

[Queen  Anne 

[Queen  Anne 

Col.  Revival 

Cape  Cod 

[Federal 

Queen  Anne 

Second  Empire 

Queen  Anne 

Queen  Anne 

Classical  Revival 

Spanish  Eclectic 

Queen  Anne  [ 

Queen  Anne 

Queen  Anne 

Queen  Anne  | 

Queen  Anne  [ 

Classical  Revival 

Classical  Revival  [ 

Classical  Revival  j 

cape  1 

colonial  [ 

Eederal  j 

Queen  Anne  [ 

Queen  Anne  | 

Queen  Anne  [ 

Queen  Anne  | 

Classical  Revival  [ 

Address 

Academy  Street 

Academy  Street 

[Academy  Street 

[Academy  Street 

[Academy  Street 

[Adams  Street 

Arlington  Street 

[Arlington  Street 

[Arlington  Street 

[Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Arlington  Street 

Atlantic  A ve 

Atlantic  A ve 

Atlantic  A ve 

Atlantic  Ave 

Atlantic  Ave  [ 

Atlantic  Ave 

Atlantic  Ave 

Atlantic  Ave 

Atlantic  Ave 

Atlantic  Ave 

> 

< 

O 

1 

< 

> 

< 

0 

1 
< 

Atlantic  Ave  | 

Atlantic  Ave 

Baker  Street 

Baker  Street  | 

Baker  Street 

Beacon  St 

Beacon  St  1 

Beacon  St  j 

Beacon  St  J 

Beacon  St  | 

Beacon  St  1 

c 

0 

0 

a 

CQ 

Blossom  Street 

3 

fS 

vO 

76| 

77| 

[86 

CN 

m 

o 

00 

CN 

35[ 

24-26  l/2[ 

28-3^ 

o 

VO 

CN 

22 

26| 

34 

34 

37 

49 

o 

00 

CN 

97 

23 

24 

32 

28 

[9h  [ 

CN 

(C 

22-24 

30-32 

00 

Resource/Historic  Name 

Whitcomb,  Nathan  House 

Brown,  B.  F.  Junior  High  School  | 

Academy  Street  School  ] 

Mrs.  Beckwith  House  [ 

Old  Fitchburg  High  School  [ 

E.B.  Stevens  House  [ 

Carl  H Hedstrom  ] 

Charles  F Baker  House  \ 

Ma(r)y  E Holgate  | 

Bernard  J.  Macker  Residence  j 

A S.  Cheever  House  | 

Jones,  J.  A.  House 

Harding,  Charles  T.  House 

Corcoran,  E.  Garage 

Corcoran,  E.  House 

Edgerly,  Joseph  G.  House 

Wright,  J.  Q.  House 

Sheehan  House 

Edward  J.  and  Katherine  McDonnell  House 

[i^on  E.  Hall  Residence 

Heruw  E.  Cowdrey  House 

Damon,  Myron  B.  House 

Alfred  A.  Wymnan  House 

Rueben  H.  Parker  & Herbert  C.  Brown  House 

William  C.  Carter  House 

Gould,  Robert  D.  House 

The  Crescent  Apartments 

Assessors  # 

6132 

1 0909 

6061  1 

6068  1 

6067  [ 

6089  1 

3851  ] 

CN 

00 

o 

o 

00 

3799  [ 

3853  [ 

3798  [ 

3785  [ 

3759  [ 

3760  [ 

8200  1 

8194  1 

00 

00 

[8195  1 

[8197  [ 

^7  [ 

[9316  [ 

9316 

9312 

[9322 

[^9 

9324 

[9373 

r- 

CN 

fO 

Cv 

CN 

00 

VN 

0 

CN 

00 

[8207 

0 

CN 

00 

0 

CN 

00 

CN 

0 

CN 

00 

1^5 

00 

0 

CN 

00 

0 

MHC#  1 

157 

158  1 

159  1 

00 

00 

o 

(N 

3 

143  1 

334  [ 

335  [ 

336  ] 

337  [ 

338  1 

339  1 

342  1 

340 

341  1 

2200  1 

2201  1 

1413 

1414 

1415 

1416 

[2081 

[1417 

[1418 

[1419 

[2202 

o 

(N 

CN 

[2204 

12205 

00 

fO 

CN 

|239 

240 

1409 

90ZZ\ 

141 1 

|1412 

2207 

00 

0 

CN 

CN 

1410 

2234 
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Date 

0181 

yr) 

00 

1 1845 

1 1840s 

1 1820s 

1 1830s 

1 ca.  1 890s 

[ ca.  1 830s 

1 ca.  1 840s 

[ ca.  1850s 

1 1870sl 

1 ca.  1 890s| 

1 ca.  1 790| 

1 ca.  1920| 

00 

00 

00 

1 ca.  1920| 

1 ca.  1860| 

1 1882-18871 

o 

Os 

1 1870-18821 

1 1887-18951 

OO 

00 

6 

00 

00 

[ 1920| 

1 1870-18821 

00 

00 

o 

r- 

00 

[ ca.  1890| 

1882-18951 

00 

00 

00 

o 

00 

00 

1930-19311 

1914-19171 

ca.  1857 

1914-1919 

ca.  1920s 

0061 

1903 

i 

OO 
“ 1 

1 

1 

1903 

o 

OO 

Form/Stvle 

Federal 

1 Federal 

1 Federal 

|Federal/Gk  Revival 

[Viclorian 

[Federal 

1 Greek  Revival 

Rev./ltal 

[Second  Empire 

[commercial 

Brick  Warehouse 

[italianate 

Stick 

Craftsman 

Italianate 

Queen  Anne 

Greek  Revival/Italianate 

Craftsman 

Italianate 

Italianate 

Queen  Anne  | 

Queen  Anne  j 

2nd  Empire 

Colonial  Revival  | 

Colonial  Revival  j 

Greek  Revival  | 

Queen  Anne  | 

Tudor  1 

Queen  Anne 

Classical  Revival  | 

American  Mansard  | 

~T 

c/l 

(/) 

C3 

u 

o 

o 

2 

Greek  Revival 

Address 

Central  Street 

Central  Street 

Central  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

[chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Chestnut  Street 

Circle  Street 

Circle  Street 

Circle  Street 

Circle  Street 

Clinton  Street 

Clinton  Street  1 

Clinton  Street  J 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street 

Congress  Street  1 

Congress  Street 

Crescent  Heights  J 

Crescent  Heights  1 

Crescent  Heights  1 

Crescent  Heights  | 

Crescent  Heights  1 

Crescent  Heights 

Daniels  Street  1 

East  Street  j 

Elm  Street  | 

i i 

1 

u i 

Elm  Street  1 

73 

(N 

00 

OO 

00 

ON 

00 

30| 

NO 

m 

42| 

00 

13-15| 

19-2l| 

NO 

r-* 

00 

(N 

Os 

ON 

1 24| 

27 

59 

63 

r' 

74 

77 

|09  1 

r- 

NO 

r- 

00 

O' 

25 

26,  28 

30 

279 

vn 

OO 

C ' 
c • 

Resource/Historic  Name 

B.  Prentice  House 

S.  Herbert  Adams  | 

Crocker  Field  1 

Lorenzo  Barker  House  | 

Hubert  C.  Bartlett  House  | 

George  T.  Greenwood  House 

Henry  R.  French  House 

Congress  Street  Tenements 

Francis  W.  Towne  Bam 

Thomas  J.  Downy  House 

Dr.  T.H.  Moran  House 

James  B.  Dailey  House 

Charles  H.  Glazier  House 

Edward  J.  Welch  House 

Goodrich,  Hiram  A.  House 

Culley,  Eli  House 

Lawrwnce  G Hobbs  House 

Gerald  C Page  House 

George  P Hildreth  House 

Ralph  E Wood  House 

George  Trask  House 

William  A Fraas  & Lilly  Swanson  Fraas  House 

Couvent  de  Fideles  Compagnes  de  Jesus 

MEast  Street  School  ' 

Worcester  County  Court  House 

jus  Post  Office  - Fitchburg  Branch  \ /, 

Assessors  # 

6113 

6130  1 

6131  1 

3764  1 

3763  1 

3768  1 

3786  1 

3787  i 

3788  1 

3789  1 

3762  1 

3761  1 

5905  1 

5910  1 

5906  1 

5907  1 

7510  1 

1 ZZ99 

6579  1 

6565  1 

6603  1 

6599 

[7635  1 

7620 

7618 

7605 

7616 

[6871  1 

7619 

13755 

3744 

13414 

10005 

cn 

fO 

|9606 

[7297 

\Z\9\ 

MHC#  i 

154 

155  1 

156  1 

358  1 

359  I 

361  1 

363  1 

364  1 

365  1 

366  1 

360  1 

362  1 

241  1 

242  1 

244  1 

243  1 

2119  1 

2120  1 

12121  1 

12122  1 

[2123  1 

2124 

[2125  1 

2126 

12127 

2128 

12129 

|1319 

1318 

o 

CN 

12102 

o 

<N 

o 

(N 

0011 1 

2105 

2235 

2007 

o 

o 
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Date 

o 

o 

00 

0181 

o 

00 

in 

00 

9161 

6361 

ca.  1959 

ca.  1870 

Lm 

o 

On 

ca.  1920s 

oo 

oesi 

1061 

ca.  1890 

1850-1870 

in 

oo 

ca.  1870 

1 ca.  1830 

9161  1 

1161  1 

in 

00 

in 

00 

in 

m 

00 

o 

00 

1 1886 

1915 

0681  1 

r- 

(N 

Cn 

1 1926-1927 

[ ca.  1931 

in 

00 

00 

[ 1870-1882 

1 ca.  1860 

1 1870-1882 

1 1870-1882 

ON 

OO 

[ 1882-1887 

ON 

ON 

[ 1870-1882 

Form/Stvle  1 

Federal 

Federal  | 

Cape  1 

Tudor 

Colonial  Revival  | 

Cape  1 

Colonial  Revival  | 

Classical  Revival  | 

Bungalow  | 

Federal  | 

Classical  Revival  | 

Queen  Anne  | 

Greek  Revival 

Greek  Revival 

Second  Empire 

Federal 

Colonial  Revival 

1 Beaux  Arts 

|Greek  Revival 

1 Greek  Revival 

[Queen  Anne 

Mediterranean 

[Victorian 

[Craftsman 

[Colonial  Revival 

[Colonial  Revival 

|2nd  Empire 

[italianate 

|2nd  Empire 

[italianate 

f2nd  Empire 

Stick 

Address  I 

Elm  Street 

Elm  Street  | 

Elm  Street 

Fifth  Massachusetts  Tur| 

Flat  Rock  Road 
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Notes 

Association  with  the  Welch  family,  proprietors  of 

EJ  Welch  Brass  Foundry  & New  England  Truck 
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maintains  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  materials 
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7. 0 STUD  Y RECOMMENDA  TIONS 


Comprehensive  Community  Wide  Survey 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


7.0  STUDY  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  As  A Result  Of  This  Survey 

This  survey  continues  the  preservation  planning  work  done  in  the  original  1978  survey  and  in 
the  1997  inventory.  Recommendations  of  the  two  previous  planning  studies  have  been 
reviewed  and  evaluated  in  the  decisions  made  at  the  outset  of  this  survey  process. 

In  1978  13  neighborhoods  were  identified  and  surveyed.  Approximately  540  survey  forms  were 
completed.  Upon  completion  of  the  survey,  recommendations  were  made  for  National  Register 
nomination.  Sixty-nine  buildings  were  recommended  for  National  Register  status  and  thirty- 
two  of  the  sixty-nine  properties  were  selected  as  a first  priority  to  be  submitted  over  the  next 
two  to  three  years.  The  majority  of  those  properties  were  located  in  either  the  Monument  Park 
or  the  Upper  Common  areas.  Also  selected  for  first  priority  were  a number  of  mill  buildings 
along  the  Nashua  River. 

In  the  1997inventory  it  was  determined  that  the  1978  survey  forms  did  not  contain  enough 
information  to  make  informed  decisions  about  area  boundaries  or  National  Register  eligibility 
at  a state  or  local  level.  It  was  recommended  that  future  siuwey  work  build  upon  the 
established  structure  of  the  1978  survey.  A variety  of  recommendations  were  made  for  each 
area  including  the  changes  of  boundaries  and  the  addition  of  properties  not  previously 
surveyed. 

The  following  recommendations  by  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects  have  been  prioritized.  First 
priority  recommendations  should  be  accomplished  within  two  years.  Second  priority 
recommendations  should  be  accomplished  within  two  to  four  years.  Third  priority 
recommendations  should  be  accomplished  within  four  to  six  years. 

Area  O - Expanded  Monument  Park  Area 

Nine  buildings  are  currently  Listed  on  the  National  Register  as  part  of  the  Monument  Park 
National  Register  District.  In  addition  one  property  included  in  1978  in  the  Monument  Park 
area,  the  Fay  Club  at  658  Main  Street,  was  listed  individually  on  the  National  Register  and  not 
included  in  the  National  Register  District.  The  existing  National  Register  District  properties  are 
in  good  condition,  despite  the  loss  of  one  property,  the  former  Trinitarian  Church.  The 
Monument  Park  National  Register  District  should  be  expanded  to  include  two  adjacent  civic 
and  cultural  buildings,  the  Fitchburg  PubUc  Library  at  610  Main  Street  and  the  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society  at  50  Grove  Street.  The  expansion  of  the  National  Register  District  should  be 
considered  a first  priority  objective  of  the  City's  preservation  planning. 

Area  B - Prichard  Street  Area 

The  predominately  residential  area  is  in  good  condition,  despite  the  demolition  of  residential 
and  institutional  properties  like  the  Police  Station  at  20  Ekn  Street,  150  Prichard  Street  and  the 
Hastings  School  on  High  Street.  A significant  number  of  properties  within  the  area  are  owned 
by  the  City  of  Fitchburg.  The  entire  area  should  be  considered  a second  priority  for  nomination 
to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  Further  evaluation  of  individual  properties  included 
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in  the  1978  survey  to  determine  their  level  of  contribution  to  a potential  National  Register 
District  is  needed  and  should  be  considered  a first  priority. 

Area  C - Upper  Common  Area 

As  a part  of  the  current  survey  this  large  mixed-use  area  was  divided  into  two  smaller  sub- 
areas,  Area  P and  Area  Q,  based  on  land  use,  the  type  and  distribution  of  historic  resources,  and 
setting.  Refer  to  the  paragraphs  below  for  recommendations  on  the  sub-areas. 

Area  P - Upper  Common  Area 

The  new  commercial  and  institutional  area  surrounding  the  Upper  Common  is  in  fair  condition. 
Exact  boundaries  of  a potential  National  Register  District  within  this  sub-area  remain  to  be 
determined.  However  the  bormdaries  would  likely  include  all  of  the  properties  along  Main 
Street  from  Wood  Place  to  958  Main  Street  and  include  the  properties  on  CaldweU  Place,  Wood 
Place,  and  1 Prospect  Street  and  the  adjoining  18  Mecharuc  Street.  This  includes  the  Common, 
Litchfield  Park  and  the  lower  traffic  island  m front  of  773-820  Main  Street.  The  demolition  of 
properties  at  730  Main  Street,  849  Main  Street,  and  the  mill  and  worker's  housing  at  Factory 
Square,  along  with  the  addition  of  the  Federal  Building  at  881  Main  Street  have  altered  the 
Upper  Common.  The  street  wall  enclosing  the  Common  is  no  longer  continuous  and  several 
properties  have  lost  all  or  portions  of  their  original  materials  and  detailing  during  twentieth 
century  alterations  and  additions.  The  area  is  historically  significant  for  it  role  in  Fitchburg's 
development  and  the  Common  has  recently  become  an  area  for  memorials.  The  nomination  of 
this  area  as  a National  Register  District  should  be  considered  a third  priority  objective  of  the 
City's  preservation  planning.  Some  buildings  within  the  district  may  be  eligible  for  individual 
listing  on  the  National  Register.  Further  evaluation  resulting  in  a list  of  properties  eligible  for 
individual  listing  on  the  National  Register  is  needed  and  should  be  considered  a first  priority. 
Potential  individual  nominations  might  include  the  First  Parish  Unitarian  Universalistic 
Church,  the  Calvanistic  Congregational  Church,  Swedish  Congregational  Church,  the  Common 
and  the  memorials  located  on  the  Common. 

Area  Q - Prospect  Hill  Area 

The  predominately  residential  area  is  in  good  condition.  The  area  is  historically  significant  for 
its  associations  with  Fitchburg's  prominent  industrial  and  commercial  figures  as  well  as  the 
Finnish  immigrant  community.  It  contains  many  intact  examples  of  Greek  Revival,  Gothic, 
Italianate,  Second  Empire,  Queen  Anne,  and  Colonial  Revival  style  single  family  residences. 

The  majority  of  the  properties  possess  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  design,  materials,  setting, 
and  workmanship.  It  is  recommended  that  the  nomination  of  the  prospect  Hill  Area  be  a 
second  priority  for  the  City  of  Fitchburg.  Further  evaluation  of  individual  properties  to 
determine  their  level  of  contribution  to  a potential  National  Register  District  is  needed  and 
should  be  considered  a first  priority. 

Area  K - Highland  Avenue 

The  majority  of  properties  in  the  surveyed  area  are  not  eligible  for  individual  listing  on  the 
National  Register.  However  taken  together  the  properties  are  a good  representative  example  of 
late  nineteenth  century  middle  class  residential  development  that  occurred  on  the  steep  slopes 
of  Fitchburg's  hills  to  provide  housing  for  Fitchburg's  exploding  population.  The  nomination  of 
this  area  as  a National  Register  District  should  be  a first  priority.  Although  further  evaluation  of 
individual  properties  surveyed  in  1978  is  needed  to  determine  their  level  of  contribution  to  a 
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potential  National  Register  District  the  relatively  small  number  of  properties  (24)  would  not 
require  a significant  amount  of  time  for  evaluation. 

Area  L - Summer  Street  Area 

The  predominately  residential  area  is  in  good  condition,  despite  the  encroachment  of 
commercial  and  institutional  properties  on  Summer  Street.  The  entire  area  or  smaller  sub-areas 
hke  Brigham  Park  and  Atlantic  Avenue  should  be  considered  a first  priority  for  nomination  to 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  Further  evaluation  of  individual  properties  included  in 
the  1978  survey  to  determine  their  level  of  contribution  to  a potential  National  Register  District 
is  needed.  The  relatively  small  number  of  properties  (23)  would  not  require  a sigr^cant 
amount  of  time  for  evaluation. 

Area  R - Brigham  Park 

The  residences  surrounding  Brigham  Park  and  the  park  itself  are  a locally  unique  example  of 
late  nineteenth  century  residential  park  development.  The  area  should  be  considered  a first 
priority  for  nomination  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  as  an  independent  area  or  a 
sub-area  of  a Summer  Street  National  Register  District. 

Area  S - Walter  Heywood  Chair  Factory 

The  former  chair  factory  and  Tver  Johnson  Arms  and  Cycle  Works  manufacturing  facility  was 
listed  as  a first  priority  for  nomination  to  the  National  Register  in  the  1978  Fitchburg 
Preservation  plan.  The  nomination  of  the  factory  complex  should  continue  to  be  a first  priority 
for  the  City.  If  the  factory  complex  was  listed  individually  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  or  listed  as  part  of  a larger  nomination  of  factory  buildings  along  the  Nashua  River  it 
would  be  eligible  for  historic  tax  credits  to  assist  in  funding  of  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
structures  for  commercial  uses. 
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Recommendations  For  Further  Survey  Work 

In  addition  to  the  recommendations  cited  above  future  survey  work  should  focus  on  the 
secondary  survey  areas  developed  in  Phase  I of  this  survey:  Area  G - Rockville,  Area  F - 
Cleghom,  Area  M - South  Street,  and  the  proposed  Area  10  - Waites  Comer.  A list  of  historic 
resources  for  Rockville,  Cleghom,  and  South  Street  was  developed  as  a result  of  the  1997 
inventory.  A list  of  the  historic  resources  for  Waites  Comer  needs  to  be  developed  and  should 
be  considered  a first  priority. 

Further  survey  work  could  expand  the  primary  areas  identified  in  this  survey  into  adjacent 
neighborhoods,  including  the  Finnish  neighborhood  around  Elm  Street,  and  the  worl^g  class 
housing  areas  east  of  Cedar  and  east  of  Lawrence  Streets. 

The  City  of  Fitchburg  in  1998  developed  a blueprint  for  the  City's  futiure.  Fitchburg's  Master 
Plan:  Vision  2020  set  forth  goals  and  recommendations  to  improve  and  enhance  the  City.  One  of 
those  goals  was  to  preserve  and  enhance  the  aspects  of  Fitchburg's  heritage  that  will  contribute 
to  the  vision  of  the  City's  future.  To  achieve  this  goal  the  City  laid  out  several 
recommendations: 

• Develop  a farm  protection  plan,  creating  an  inventory  of  sites  that  need  protection,  and  adopt  the 
use  of  appropriate  protection  mechanism  that  will  protect  the  land  and  the  farmers. 

Two  farms  were  inventoried  in  this  survey.  Additional  farms  should  be  identified  and 
surveyed.  A potential  thematic  nomination  of  farmsteads  in  Fitchburg  to  the  National 
Register  would  bring  attention  to  these  important  agricultural  resources  and  their 
historical  associations  with  the  early  settlers  of  Fitchburg  and  late  nineteenth  century 
Finnish  immigrant  farmers. 

• Incorporate  plans  for  the  adaptive  reuse  of  traditional  mill  buildings. 

By  preserving  and  enhancing  these  historic  resources  and  important  remainders  of 
Fitchburg's  industrial  heritage  would  contribute  to  the  economic  development  of  the 
City.  Listing  of  these  structures  on  the  National  Register  would  allow  for  the  potential 
use  of  historic  tax  credits  in  future  redevelopment  projects.  A thematic  nominabon  of 
Fitchburg's  mills  would  require  additional  survey  of  mills  identified  in  the  1997 
inventory  and  1978  survey. 

• Establish  an  ongoing  collaborative  program  with  the  Fitchburg  State  College  to  encourage  the 
preservation  of  historic  structures  and  neighborhoods. 

The  Highland  Avenue  area  is  adjacent  to  the  Fitchburg  State  College  and  many  students 
reside  in  apartments  in  the  historic  multifamily  dwellings.  The  City  could  encourage  the 
College  to  utilize  the  architectural  resources  of  the  neighborhood  in  its  art,  architecture, 
and  history  curriculums.  Increased  awareness  among  the  temporary  student  residents 
of  the  historic  significance  of  their  surroimdings  could  result  in  activities  that  would 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  neighborhood. 
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Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


• Encourage  the  City's  education  community,  including  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society, 
Fitchburg  State  College  and  the  public  schools,  to  develop  historic  preservation  education 
materials  and  programs  for  the  City's  school  system. 

The  Historical  Society  and  the  public  schools  currently  co-operate  on  the  development  of 
education  programs  on  the  history  of  Fitchburg.  The  Fitchburg  Historical  Society 
currently  cooperates  in  the  publication  of  a series  of  REACH  Fitchbiurg 
Walking/Driving  guides.  Recreation,  Education,  Arts,  Culture,  and  History  (REACH)  is 
a collaborative  organization  that  includes  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  Fitchburg 
State  College,  Fitchburg  Art  Museum,  Fitchburg  by  Design,  and  the  Fitchburg  Economic 
Development  Commission.  Currently  published  brochures  include  The  Architecture  Of 
HM  Francis  and  A Guide  To  Fitchburg's  Neighborhoods:  Yesterday  & Today.  Future 
brochures  in  this  series  could  include  walking  tours  of  the  areas  surveyed  including  the 
Highland  Avenue,  Summer  Street,  Prospect  Hill,  and  Prichard  Street  areas.  The  city 
should  continue  to  support  this  series  of  brochures. 

• Develop  tours  to  historic  sites  as  part  of  the  First  Night  celebration. 

Tours  of  the  Highland  Avenue,  Summer  Street,  Prospect  Hill,  and  Prichard  Street 
neighborhoods  developed  for  the  REACH  Fitchburg  Walking/Driving  guides  could  be 
offered. 

The  City  of  Fitchburg  could  utilize  the  results  of  this  survey  and  future  survey  work  in 
interpretive  programs  to  increase  awareness  of  Fitchburg's  historical  and  cultural  assets. 
Interpretive  programs  could  include  the  sponsorship  of  walking /trolley  tours;  the  publication 
of  brochures  and  books  on  the  community's  architectural  history  and  development;  the 
establishment  of  displays  in  museums,  public  buildings,  and  open  spaces;  and  on  site 
interpretation  of  historic  buildings,  structures,  and  sites  with  a marker  program. 
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8.0  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The  following  bibliography  lists  major  sources  and  collections  to  be  consulted  during  the  survey 
project. 

In  Fitchburg,  the  major  repository  for  information  on  the  City's  history  is  the  Fitchburg  Historical 
Society  (FHS).  The  FHS  has  a number  of  manuscripts  and  files  on  a wide  variety  of  topics, 
including  biographies,  street  and  industry  histories.  The  FHS  also  has  a collection  of  maps, 
atlases,  city  directories,  and  town  records  for  Fitchburg  and  the  surrounding  towns.  The  FHS 
also  maintains  a copy  of  the  inventory  forms  for  historic  properties  and  archaeological  sites 
recorded  in  Fitchburg,  Additional  repositories  for  sources  not  available  elsewhere  have  been 
noted. 

Publications,  and  Commissioned  Reports: 

Anderson  Hotter  Associates.  Fitchburg  Intozvn  Year  2 Summary  Report.  Fitchburg 
Massachusetts:  City  of  Fitchburg,  n.d.  [Fitchburg  City  Hall  Office  of  the 
Planning  Coordinator  (FCHOPC)] 

Baeder,  John.  Diners.  New  York:  Harry  N Abrams,  Inc.,  1978  rev  1995. 

Broomer,  Kelley,  and  Betsey  Friedberg.  The  Diners  of  Massachusetts.  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination  Form.  Massachusetts  Historical 
Commision.  Prepared  July  1999.  [Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
(MHO! 

Davis,  Walter  A.,  comp.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  7 vols.  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  City  Council,  1898- 1907. 

Davis,  Walter  A.,  comp.  The  Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg.  Vol.  8.  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1913. 

Emerson,  Wdliam  A.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts  Past  & Present.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts: 
Blanchard  & Brown,  1887. 

The  Fitchburg  Sentinel.  Fitchburg,  A Quality  City:  A Manufacturing  and  Mercantile  Review. 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  The  Fitchburg  Sentinel,  March  23,1912. 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Garretson,  Frank.  Draft  proposal  for  an  Historic  District.  [Fitchburg:  City  of  Fitchburg], 
n.d. 

Garretson,  Frank,  Blaine  MaUory,  and  Joseph  Orfant.  Monument  Park.  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination  Form.  Massachusetts  Historical 
Commision.  Prepared  July  26, 1977.  [MHC] 


57 


Turk  Tracey  o'  Larry  Architects,  LLC 


^ sWV/  *^rtt>oviTOO 

TOv'Wiv-imi*/  ^udftSifH , 


f/  ' " i»-  ^ 

* %'  ■'•>*  /'«•'  7?  . 


-r^^X  .• 

r*. 


im/jiooj>aig  a 


4 ' i<  m-  'W'i 


• - •r'  ■ 

. • . ■ '■  f 


V :”  ’ •■■’  f 'T-a  «.  ' '!  ■ . ■|.•^f  ■ o.  |„  ,.  4- r • ‘ ; j' )|/»*lxu>UfU 

'‘' ’!  ' ' ^ ..“•|‘'v,'*  <f»'  *'  * ■ ■'■  ‘‘‘  ‘ • ■ • ‘ Vto 

'ii  . ■’t  1'  ■■  If  ‘ <•  ^.*.  ,.  Jinj 

«1  A T,Tl__  ,.  i»?«-  . 


■ if 


' |iA|||||bl'|ifl'i^  t'^H'K : ■ 7 rt^*  • O " •/  •'  • V,  U . ■•vf  f - » - t 'ni nr,  ),  t.  IMtVI 

’■’'•■  ■ «■•  ^i.  ^ 


' n 


■•  ' t •f'^*  ■ , ' , * ' ■'■^;  *■  ' - ^ ^ 


.s.vf/  "*  .-w,  - . . • 

^1*'  H.  >’’-Oi^'^  *^i  'f''r  MUjdunO 

I ■■■ 

■ .^  i'"  fio"' nYi*iC'  .1' 

- ■ - - ’ ' *•  !b'^'  ’ ,-  % '.1.  •'-  ....  ;;^  ■ -. 

^<5  ’ '»!•■;  .'^^^r>py^^^| 


..'■jj  A 


W3Pt?^‘Ti^ 

f. I : -?  »_■•  M.i  A r^T*flit  t-U’iJ  'n C\ 


<^i,  •"I'TrT  aK^  ''X  ',iis»'iirpg  ‘4'  un  --  A 

,ttJ„N  ,Sm-.iTirT^  t> ' .'*'  iv-air’^vUt*^'  ,..■.  •a..|'’*i  .a  OA*iiir^  ^^n‘*in6 

’ *1  ' «»T»  * ’r,  »'* 


»**  ^ *4 


>;  iy  jv  M..'t/:ifrt 


'.•jt  . rjo'^  V .’lO'' 


^''V^^W'^]  r*!^'  '•:  vftirt  i 


'^5  ' 


•Ai^  ^i>5UtVAt»  ^'i,.  . h ^Tu"^ 


rt 


Comprehensive  Community  Wide  Survey 
Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 


Garretson,  Frank  and  City  of  Fitcdiburg  Historical  Commission.  Fitchburg  Preservation 
Plan.  Fitchburg  Massachusetts:  City  of  Fitchburg,  1978. 

Inventory  of  Historic  and  Archaeological  Assets  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
(inventory  forms  for  historic  properties  and  archaeological  sites  recorded  in 
Fitchburg).  Ongoing. 

Historic  Properties  Survey  Manual:  Guidelines  for  the  Identification  of  Historic  and 

Archaeological  Resources  in  Massachusetts.  Boston,  Massachusetts:Massachusetts 
Historical  Conunission,  1995. 

Kirkpatrick,  Doris.  Around  the  World  in  Fitchburg.  Fitchbtirg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society,  1975. 

. The  City  and  the  River.  Fitchburg,  Massachiosetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society, 

1971. 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Inspection.  Building  Inspection  Plans.  Card  File. 
[Massachusetts  State  Archives,  Boston].  [MHC] 

Office  of  the  Planning  Coordinator.  Vision  2020  Masterplan.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts: 
City  of  Fitchburg,  September  1998.  [FCHOPC] 

Perdca,  Ruth.  Fitchburg's  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923.  Fitchburg: 
[Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995. 

Proceedings  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society,  1892-1906. 

Reconnaissance  Survey  Report  for  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission.  1984 
[MHC] 

Taylor,  Anthony  R.  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg 
Historical  Society,  n.d.  [FCHOPC] 

Timelines,  Inc.  Fitchburg  Preservation  Plan.  N.p.,  1997. 

Whitney,  Phil.  Conversatior\s  with  the  author.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  January-May 

2000. 


Historic  Maps  & Atlases: 

Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 
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Bird's  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusets.  1882. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massacdiusetts:  N.p., 
1851. 

Map  of  Fitchburg  Massachussetts.  Surveyed  by  Levi  Downe  Boston,  MA:  N.p.,  October 
1830. 

Map  of  Fitchburg.  N.p.,  1871-1872. 

Map  of  Worcester  Co..  N.p.,  1857. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1897, 1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 


Newspaper  Clippings,  Scrapbooks,  and  Similar  Collections: 

The  Architectural  Drawings  of  HM  Francis  in  the  collection  of  the  Fitchburg  Flistorical 
Society,  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts. 

Historic  photos  in  the  photographic  hies  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society.  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts. 

Unpublished  scrapbooks  in  the  archives  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society.  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts. 

Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  cHppings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the 
Subject  hies  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the 
Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  cHppings,  and  newspaper  cHppmgs  in  the 
Industry  hies  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

Other  Sources: 

Assessor's  database  obtained  horn  the  City  of  Fitchburg  Office  of  the  Planning 

Coordinator. 
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Appendix  A 

Summary  of  Inventoried  Resources 


Includes  45  new  and  updated  Form  B 

Includes  14  new  Form  B 

Includes  89  new  and  updated  Form  B 

Includes  19  new  Form  B and  16  Brigham 

Park  properties 

Subtotal 

Includes  updated  Form  A and  2 properties 

not  in  current  National  Register  District 

Subtotal  I 

Total  I 

# Forms 

CO 

00 

00 

00 

172 

CD 

CD 

CM 

CM 

00 

190 

# Properties 

CM 

CO 

64 

113 

88 

00 

UO 

CD 

CD 

CM 

00 

CD 

CD 

00 

CM 

480 

Type  of  MHC  Form 

Form  A - update 

Form  B - new 

Form  B - update 

Form  A:  Commercial 

Form  A:  Residential 

Form  B - new 

Form  A - update 

Form  B - new 

Form  B - update 

Form  A - update 

Form  B - new 

Form  A:  Brigham  Park 

Form  A - update 

Form  A - update 

Form  B - new 

Form  B - update 

Form  E - update 

Form  F - update 

First  Priority  Areas: 

[Area  B;  Prichard  Street 

Area  C & P:  Upper  Common 

' 

|Area  C & Q:  Prospect  Hill 

[Area  K:  Highland  Avenue 

|Area  L:  Summer  Street 

[Area  L & R:  Brigham  Park 

Misc.  Properties 

Area  0:  Expanded  Monument  Park 

JArea  S:  Heywood  Chair  Factory 

iBuildings 

Buildings 

I Burial  Ground/Cemetery 

[Structure 
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Appendix  B 

Demolished  Historic  Resources.* 
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List  represents  those  properties  known  to  have  been  demolished 
since  their  inclusion  in  the  historic  resource  inventories  of 

1 977  and  1 997.  As  compiled  by  the  consultants  July  2000.  Turk  Tracey  Larry  Architects,  LLC. 
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